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Words from Master Ambrose Leung

We are always thinking how to improve our role as Catholic doctors and our Guild of St Luke. We are doctors 

and it is the best to use what we know to love our God and neighbours. Service to our Church and our 

neighbours is very important for us. It is especially important for the Guild as we can work together to serve 

rather than working on our own. We are now busy in preparing for Caritas Bazaar on November 12 2017 in 

Victoria Park. We will have 4 booths again and together with Catholic Nurses Guild. we may have one of the 

largest booths there in Victoria Park (other than the Caritas groups) . Please contact us at 

 or Jerome Wu(our person in charge) at 63386901  if you can help. We are also happy 

to have positive response from many commercial companies to sponsor many expensive machines. Our 

health team for clergy and religious  is going to start our work in the coming fall to give vaccination to our 

most revered fathers and sisters.

On the other hand, Bioethics is also equally important to the Guild as we need to uphold the ethics 

principlesof  our Church. We hope to organize more  talks and forums in Bioethics issue in the coming year.

At the same time, we wish to improve spiritual support to our students and graduates. We are working with 

the Diocesan Commission of Hospital Pastoral Care to organize more cell groups in universities and different 

hospitals.

Our Lady of Fatima, pray for us!

doctor@catholic.org.hk

Events...Events...

We started the Holy week by having an 
half day retreat on the Palm Sunday 
afternoon at Ricci Chapel. Fr. Baptista 
shared with us the suffering of God 
using the bible verse: Phil 2: 6-11. The 
death of Jesus is the centre of our belief 
and the fountain of grace. Thus, as 
Jesus’ followers, we could not escape 
from suffering and we must carry our 
own cross. As human, we would blame 
God from time to time when we came 
across suffering. We might have lost the 
insight of God’s accompany during 
hard times. Even Mother Teresa had 
come across spiritual desolation for 40 
years. Yet, when she looked back, these 
40 years of desolation equipped her to 
serve the poor in more devotion. Fr. 
Baptista ended the retreat by hearing 
confession of each of us and prepared 
our hearts for the Holy week.

Palm Sunday Retreat 9th April 2017

Florence Mok
‘Salvation through suffering’
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 Annual General Meeting
24th June 2017 Kenneth Li

Prof. Gabriel Leung (left) & 
Dr Ambrose Leung  (right)

I

 Graduation Mass
17th June 2017 Kenneth Li

rd
The 64  Annual General Meeting of the 
Guild of St. Luke, Ss. Cosmas and Damian 

th
was held on 24  June 2017 at Caritas 
Restaurant, Caine Road. This year we 
moved the AGM to Saturday to allow 
more members to join due to increasingly 
heavy work during weekdays. We started 
the meeting with reports from various 
subcommittee representatives. Medical 
students from HKU and CUHK medic cell 
also came to share with us their cell life. 

The thanksgiving mass was jo int ly 
celebrated by Fr Robert Ng, Fr Russell 
and Fr Stephen Chow.  After the mass we 
started our dinner.

We were honoured to have Professor 
Gabriel Leung, the Dean of Medicine, 
HKU, to be our guest of honour this year. 
He shared with us his catholic way of life 
in his medical career, and also remind us 
to think and contribute in this aspect. 

We were happy to end the meeting with 
warm chats and hugs, and look forward to 
the coming meeting next year.

The Graduation mass was held on 17th June 
2017 at Ricci Chapel. This year we had 9 
graduates from HKU and CUHK medicine. 
We were honoured to have Fr.  Robert Ng to 
celebrate the thanksgiving mass. Fr. Ng 
reminded us as doctors, we take care of our 
patients everyday, we are also taking care 
of Jesus. For Jesus said: When I was sick, we 
visited me (Matt 25:36). In return, we have 
eternal life from God by receiving his 
communion. At the end of the mass, Fr. Ng 
blessed all the graduates, and wished them 
all to have God’s everlasting bread and 
grace.

Best wishes to our dear graduates and may 
God guide them in their internship. 
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If anyone had paid the slightest attention to the news media (be it online or in print) one cannot fail 
to be aware of the sad case of Charlie Gard, which played out over several months earlier in the 
summer. Charlie was an unfortunate little boy who was born with a rare inherited mitochondrial 
disease - infantile onset encephalomyopathic mitochondrial DNA depletion syndrome (MDDS). 
This resulted in severe depletion of mitochondrial DNA in his tissues, and within 2 months of birth 
he failed to thrive and showed signs of progressive muscular weakness, so that before he was 10 
weeks old, he had gone into respiratory failure and was ventilator dependent. He had developed a 
progressive encephalopathy, with seizures appearing at 4 months of age. It was suggested that an 
experimental treatment called nucleoside therapy might be beneficial, as there had been anecdotal 
cases in which it had helped patients with a different variant of MDDS. The hospital had also 
looked into this experimental therapy and initially they were going to apply to the Ethics 
Committee to try it out on Charlie. Unfortunately, his condition deteriorated rapidly and before the 
application could be dealt with, he had more seizures and it was then thought that this therapy 
would be futile in the face of severe epileptic encephalopathy. The doctors felt that the point has 
come to initiate palliative or end of life care and that consideration should be given to withdraw 
ventilation, which is prolonging the dying process of the child, rather than maintaining life. The 
parents disagreed and they went to Court. The Court decided in favour of the hospital. (The 
information given above was extracted from the account in the Court judgement.) The parents then 
applied to the European Court of Human Rights who again sided with the hospital and doctors.

The story hit the media after the Courts made the judgements and pro-life groups castigated the 
Courts for siding with the culture of death. Meanwhile both the Bishop's Conference of England 
and Wales and the Pontifical Academy for Life issued statements commenting on the truly tragic 
situation of the baby and that when medical therapy becomes disproportionate, palliative care 
must be maintained but life must not be deliberately ended. However, others including Pope 
Francis and President Trump got involved and the whole matter began to get out of hand. North 
American commentators linked the impasse to matters such as money saving and resource 
allocation (never a problem anyway) and pro-lifers who have never understood the concept of 
withdrawal of futile therapy compared it with starving vegetative patients to death. Even Terri 
Schiavo's brother got involved.

In the end, the real question boils down to this: should we allow desperate parents to try out 
theoretically beneficial treatments which have not even been tested on animals; or shall we in all 
humility accept that we cannot help this dying patient and allow him to go quietly and with 
dignity? If the experimental therapy was some form of alternative medicine for a terminally ill 
child with cancer, I doubt there will be such an outcry. But what is so different then with this case, 
that led to this reaction? After all even though it is an inherited disease, it is still to all intents and 
purposes incurable, deadly and hopeless.

Af

Bioethics Corner 22 Peter AuYeung

The Sad Case of Charlie Gard
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There is also an Atlantic divide in medical thinking which was very obvious in this case: as one 
expert commented in Court: “there was a cultural difference in philosophy between treatment in 
the United States and in the United Kingdom. [That expert] said that she tried to have the child at 
the centre of her actions and thoughts whereas in the United States, provided there is funding, they 
will try anything.”

There may be disquiet on the part of some pro-life people about the withdrawal of ventilation. This 
this understandable; however in 24  November 1957, Pope Pius XII already said that there was no 

moral obligation to put on a ventilator a deeply comatose patient, whose prognosis was hopeless 
according to the judgement of competent doctors. The teaching promulgated by this “Allocution 
sur la Reanimation” (Speech on Intensive Care) was repeated in the 1980 Declaration on 
Euthanasia of the CDF. Hence there is little doubt that such an action (withdrawal of ventilation) 
could be licit. As a doctor who has worked in ICU, I have seen cases of patients being ventilated for 
long periods as it became increasingly clear that at some point even the ventilator would not keep 
the patient from dying; in such cases it is not good medicine to ventilate until we get to that point.

In the end, even the American expert who was offering the nucleoside therapy agreed that the 
disease had got past the point when any trial of therapy would be meaningful, and declined to 
offer this experimental treatment. There was still controversy about the final hours and days of 
Charlie's life, but in the end, is it reasonable to accede to the parents' wishes for the specifics of the 
demise of the child when it is reasonably foreseen that such arrangements do not benefit the child 
at all?

In the end, this case brought to the surface many of the misunderstandings of both the public and 
the pro-life community over palliative care at the end of life. Some of these misconceptions are 
deep rooted, especially those relating to do not resuscitate orders and the foregoing of life-
sustaining therapies. The Diocesan Bioethics Committee together with the Bioethics Resource 
Centre and a number of other institutions are organizing a two day seminar on this topic over the 

th thweekend of 9  and 10  December. There are ample opportunities to explore these and other topics 
related to end of life issues. All are welcome to attend.

A Doctor on Pilgrimage to Lourdes

I wrote last year about going to Lourdes on pilgrimage 
with the Order of Malta. I went again this year and 
brought my wife along with my son (who came with me 
last year). I also brought a colleague who suffered from a 
serious illness which necessitated him having a renal 
transplant a little while back. Another member of the 
Order brought along a relative who had a bone marrow 
transplant, as a result of which I was designated the group 
doctor for the Hong Kong contingent (something that I did 
once thirty years ago in the autumn of 1987). This article is 
not however about being the group doctor, but more about 
the International Medical Association of Lourdes (IMAL) 
and what happened as an addition to the normal 
proceedings in an Order of Malta pilgrimage.
 IMAL meeting notice
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A Doctor on Pilgrimage to Lourdes

I took my colleague to the IMAL office in the sanctuary for him to join and for me to renew 
my membership. Healthcare professionals going to Lourdes on pilgrimage can bring along 
their annual practising certificate and sign up (or renew membership). Membership benefits 
include a quarterly magazine of the Association as well as invitations to participate in their 
meetings (if you happen to be in Lourdes at the time). There was a clinical meeting whilst we 
were in Lourdes and we both went along. It was a presentation of an alleged cure from the 
American Association of the Order of Malta, a man who found that his disseminated 
melanoma had disappeared on imaging after returning from pilgrimage in Lourdes a few 
years ago.
 
The meeting was packed with doctors, nurses and other allied health personnel who had 
been attending the annual Order of Malta pilgrimage. The case was presented by the 
American group in detail and there was a lively discussion about the case. The man who was 
allegedly cured was invited to join and the audience fired questions at him as well as at the 
American team. After an interesting debate, the assembled were asked to make a decision as 
to whether to dismiss the case and close the file, or to refer it to a proper investigation, to 
determine if the disappearance of all traces of the melanoma could be scientifically 
explained away. The vast majority of those present voted for opening a formal investigation. 
We will have to wait and see if this man's cure is another one for the list of verified medical 
miracles of Lourdes. We went on from this to a prayer meeting led by the leaders of the 
Order for health care professionals, held appropriately in the chapel next door, dedicated to 
SS Cosmas and Damian.

The next day, I was invited together with the Chairman of the Hong Kong suborganization 
to the AGM of the International Association of Catholic Bioethicists (IACB). The IACB is a 
Canadian initiative of the Order and has a number of branches throughout the world. The 
Australian Association recommended us to the IACB and we were encouraged to explore the 
possibility of setting up a local branch. 

IMAL meeting 2017
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Members’ Corner

Coming Events

Annual Retreat

Date:   6-7th Jan 2018 (Sat- Sun)      
Time: 3pm to 3pm
Venue:  Precious Blood Retreat House, Fanling
Spiritual Guide: Bishop Joseph Ha Chi-shing

Medical Sunday
Date:   21st Oct 2017
Time:  3-5pm
Venue: Christ the King Chapel,
              Causeway Bay
Thanksgiving mass celebrant: 
              Bishop Michael Yeung
Talk: Medical Frontiers- the Knights of Malta
           Speaker: Mrs Desiree Jebsen

For further details, please visit:
http://doctor.catholic.org.hk

www.facebook.com/catholic.doctor.hk

2018 Pilgrimage to UK/Ireland
Date:   2-13 April 2017
Spiritual Guide: Fr. Robert Ng 

Dr Kevin Li (Palliative Medicine, NTEC)& 

Ms Mandy Kwok (Midwife, PWH)

30th Sept, 2017

St. Margaret’ Shurch

Dr Justin Wong (Orthopedics, QEH) &

 Dr Chloe Cho ( Psychiatry, NTEC)

8th Oct, 2017

Rosary Church

Congratula
tions!
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