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Words from Master

Events...Events...

Time flies and it is nearly time for Annual General Meeting. It is the last issue of newsletter for 203-14 

exco too.

Protection of life becomes more and more important work for catholic healthcare workers. Affordable 

Care Act (Obamacare) was passed in USA and Little Sisters of the Poor has filed cases against this act in 

Supreme court. Let's pray. We also received inquiry about how we should do if we work in Obstetrics and 

Gynecology department. Fortunately, we are not forced to help or perform in works against the teaching 

of church (eg., abortion, sterilization, artificial contraception etc) when we are either interns or 

trainees/staff. We will spread the news to our new interns every year and if questions arise, you are 

always welcome to contact us for help. 

We have set up Fertility Care subcommittee. We are actively finding ways to help subfertile couples by 

ways approved by our Church. We hope to gather around doctors, private or public, who are willing to 

help these couples by ways approved by our church. Some couples are unwilling to seek help because 

they are afraid that they would be persuaded for in-vitro fertilization. Heath professionals can help in 

giving advice, or formulating investigations, and treatment. We are trying hard  to organize a course of 

Creighton Method (Naprotechology) in Hong Kong. No matter you are Obstetricians or not, you are 

welcome to contact us if you can help!

Easter is coming and we know there are some nurses and doctors going to be baptized. Let's pray for 

them. And please introduce them to us and invite them to the Guild of St Luke and Catholic Nurses Guild! 

Please send their baptism pictures to us for our newsletter too!

Happy Easter and see you in Annual General Meeting!

SARS ETHICS SYMPOSIUM

Ambrose Leung

 Dec 2013- Jan 2014

The SARS ethics Symposium was 
successfully held from December 
2013- January 2014 at lecture hall, 
Duke of Winsor Social Service 
Building, 15 Hennessy Road, Wan 
Cha i , Hong Kong . I t was c o -
organised by Holy Spirit Seminary 
College Bioethics Resource Centre, 
Caritas Medical Centre, Diocesan 
Bioethics Committee, Federation of 
Medical Societies of Hong Kong and 
Guild of St. Luke. The course was 
attended by over twenty doctors, 
n u r s e s ,  m e d i c a l s t u d e n t s a n d 
secondary school students. 
The details are as follows:

th19  Dec 2013
SARS and Friends
Dr Choi Kin
Chairman, Prel iminary Invest igation Committee, 
Medical Council of Hong Kong
Immediate past president of the Hong Kong Medical 
Association
Regional advisor, Royal College of Physician, Ireland

Ethics Issues During the SARS Time
Dr Owen T.Y. Tsang
Medical Director, Hospital Authority Infectious Disease 
Centre

In the first talk, Dr Choi Kin talked of his friend Dr. TK 
Lau who died during the SARS outbreak. Dr. Owen 
Tsang gave the second talk and he talked of  the impact 
and ethics of SARS from a public hospital perspective.
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th27  Dec 2013
Duty of Fidelity in part of Public Health Emergencies
Prof Samantha Mei-che Pang
Professor, School of Nursing, The Hong Kong Polytechnic University

Should be Intubate SARS patients
Dr Jane CK Chan
Speclialist in Respiratory Medicine
Honorary Associate Professor, The University of Hong Kong

15th Jan 2014
Experience Sharing
Prof. Gabriel Leung 
Dean, Faculty of Medicine, The University of Hong Kong

SARS: A case of Turning Crisis into Opportunities in Social and public policies in Hong Kong
Prof. Cecilia Lai-Wan Chan
Head, Department of Social Work and Social Administration, The University of Hong Kong

Professor Samantha Pang began with basic principles of fidelity duty, including the three phenomena 
of healing relationship: fact of illness, act of profession and act of healing. She then talked about the 
lessons learned from SARS which included the duty of care in extreme emergencies not only consisted 
of the willingness of health workers to work in such situations but also the reciprocal duties of society 
in supporting the health workers. She concluded that we needed to identify the ethical challenges in 
disasters, and development of a national consensus on ethical guidelines a resource for ethic decision 
making in disaster health belief. She also urged for transparency about the grounds of decisions. 

Dr Jane Chan shared with us her experience in ICU, QMH during the SARS period. She also explored 
with us the ethical principles in the decision of intubating patients, and concluded that health 
professions had the obligation to do the intubation when patients were in need. However, she 
commented on the importance of department policies in supporting frontline staff in performing such 
high risk procedures.

SARS was a dreadful disease, but it also aroused attention on healthcare resources allocation which 
leaded to improvement in healthcare policies in the coming years. Both Prof. Gabriel Leung and Prof. 
Cecilia Chan explained about the importance and fairness of healthcare policy. There is obvious 
mismatch of recources in our health care system. If we allocate resource to one thing, like liver 
transplant which cost more than 1 million per case, then we will not have money for other illness, eg, 
Fabry's disease which mean death penalty for the poor girl/boy. Sadly, the good action of helping one 
will mean the problem of omission of the other side. Moreover, some problems only require little 
resource with big improvement in quality of life , e.g. helping poor for false teeth cost $5000. However, 
the government decided to give resources to expensive procedures like liver transplant. Another 
example would be, we have lots of resources in infectious diseases but it only comprise of a small 
number of mortality in HK. The top ranker, like cancers, cardiovascular disease, etc are paid with only 
little attention and resources. If the government is giving out special funds for patient suffer from 
SARS, attention should also be paid to other diseases like atypical pneumonia which cost similar death 
rate in some population.

There is lots of good and bad impact of SARS. 
The good points included the increase in population resilience, people being more preventive rather 
than reactive, development of evidence based policy, opportunities to re-evaluate the weaknesses in 
public health institution and emergency disease control

The bad points included cost isolation and pushing people apart, stopping social and volunteering 
services which are important to needy patients etc.

SARS ETHICS SYMPOSIUM
 Dec 2013- Jan 2014
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th27  Jan 2014
Ethical Models of Medical Personnel during the SARS Crisis
Rev. Joseph Tham
Fellow, Holy Spirit Seminary College Bioethics Resources Centre
Professor, School of Bioethics, Regina Apostolorum University, Rome
Fellow, UNESCO chair in Bioethics and Human Rights, Italy 

Open Discussion and Concluding Remarks 
Moderators
Dr Peter Auyeung- Chairman, Hong Kong Diocese Bioethics Committee
Dr Robert Yuen- Associate Director, Holy Spirit Seminary College Bioethics Resources Centre

The concluding talk of the SARS course was given by Fr. Joseph Tham. He talked on the doctor 
patient relationship during the SARS saga. He urged that healthcare workers such as doctors, 
nurses, allied healthcare workers should work like missionaries during these difficult times. 
Sufficient staff protection devices should be in place so that the staff can work in a safe 
environment. Dr. Derrick Au, a senior healthcare executive in Hong Kong Hospital Authority and 
Chairman of Hong Kong Bioethics Association also shared his experience during SARS period. Dr. 
Philip Beh, Associate Professor of Pathology HKU and Director of Medical Ethics Unit of Faculty of 
Medicine HKU concluded the last sharing and told us his work in the SARS days.

SARS ETHICS SYMPOSIUM
 Dec 2013- Jan 2014

Prof. Gabriel Leung & students

Prof. Cecilia Chan delivering her talk
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New Year Gathering
9th Feb 2014

Palm Sunday Retreat
12-13 April 2014
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thThe New Year gathering was held on 9  Feb 2014 
(年初十 )at St Paul's House of Prayer. There were 
around 30 members and their families joining. It 
started with a thanksgiving mass celebrated by Fr 
Robert Ng and we thanked God for getting us 
together. It was a rainy day and we largely stayed at 
the indoor dining room to enjoy the food arranged 
by St Paul sisters. Fortunately, it stopped raining 
after noon and we were able to do some barbeque 
outdoors. It was a good time for friends to gather 
and kids to play around. 

Kenneth Li

今年的聖枝主日, 

我們在美麗的德望修院與聖神度過了一個喜樂的週末。

在人所共知的德望崗上, 穿過德望幼兒園, 我們進入了主的國度, 來到

了修院。修院經過翻新, 卻保持與大自然融合的風格, 讓我們更容易

接近天主聖神。

參加的人數不多, 卻讓Rossetti 修女更易認識我們每一位。修女替我

們定了主題, 也就是: 「苦路. 樂行」。到附近的聖堂望過提前彌撒以

後, 修女首先讓我們以一隻小膠鴨當成自己, 為他製造自己的家。我

們皆與勞作堂久遺了, 卻都份外用心, 各人的作品都反映了當時的心

態, 以及自己與主以及與他人的關係, 也讓我們更了解自己, 以及互相

了解。

晚上, 修女讓我們在黑暗的有蓋操場上漫步。 我們有些沿著跑道而

行, 有些漫無目的行走, 時而遇上, 時而疏離。雖然步伐不一, 卻都同

歸沉默, 思考活在當下的神慰, 黙想與主同行的恩寵。

一夜安眠後, 修女與我們做晨操, 一起感受天主的空氣。修女之後跟

我們分享了教宗的復活文告, 以及聖母無原罪傳教女修會的傳教故

事。修女們的會旨: 常常喜樂, 不斷感謝, 正與聖保祿宗徒在斐利伯書

信內提到的不謀而合。這也提醒我們能成為醫生是莫大的神恩, 也

應為此喜樂, 不斷感謝天主。

步出修院的一刻, 我的內心很平安, 為我的聖召也充滿了能量。

Florence Mok



Of Religion and Art: The 2014 Pilgrimage trip to Italy    

I t was t ru ly a much pr iv i leged exper ience of of the sacrifice of her son. I always wonder if Mary had 
participating in the pilgrimage trip led by Father Ng , the thorough understanding of the plan of resurrection 
with a group of like-minded pilgrims, for the second through death of Jesus when she was on earth. It was 
consecutive year. I would like to share my thoughts with her obedience to God before everything being unveiled 
the masterpieces of artwork I encountered along my and her perseverance and trust in God in times of pain 
trip in Ireland , Glasgow and Italy. and difficulties that made Mary the saint that I admire 

most
The visit to Loreto, the shrine of the Holy House was the 
most impressive of all the places we have visited. Our 
Lady's home of Nazareth was where the annunciation 
took place. 

The rosary mystery of annunciation has always been my 
favourite rosary mystery : Gabriel greeted Mary saying, 
"Hail, full of grace, the Lord is with thee: blessed art 
thou among women." Luke 1:28. I always wonder how 
Mary would think of Gabriel's greeting when she 
recalled it while Jesus was dying on the cross. Pregnant 
before she was married, having to flee to Egypt when 
Jesus was only a young infant, seeing her only son dying 
in a much humiliated way, leading the rest of her life as 
a childless widow, Mary's life would be far from blessed 
from an ordinary person's point of view. Yet, it was 
because of her faith in God that Mary consented to 
everything that is unforeseeable in her life and replied 
to Gabriel 'be it done to me according to thy word'. I 
immediately recalled a painting that I saw in the 
National Gallery of Ireland, Dublin. 

The Lamentation over the Dead Christ, by Nicolas 
Poussin. You can almost feel the intense grief from the 
wiping Virgin, yet none of the figures in the painting are 
hysterical. From her gesture of surrender she made 
with her left hand,you can appreciate the acceptance 

The other place that 
really touched my heart
 was the Holy stairs 
( Scala Sanctathe), 
the very steps leading 
up to the praetorium 
of Pontius Pilate in 
Jerusalem on which 
Jesus Christ stepped
 on his way to trial. 

The Shrine of Holy House

The Annunciation, 1502-1503 , 
by Raphael Pinacoteca Vaticana

The Lamentation over the Dead Christ,1657, 

 by Nicolas Poussin, National Gallery of Ireland, Dublin 

Landscape with the Rest on the Flight into Egypt, 
1647. by Rembrandt van Rijn .National Gallery of 
Ireland, Dublin.The careful use of light in this 
painting contrasts the warmth and serenity of the 
holy family with the uncertainty and fear in the 
background. You can almost share the peace of the 
holy family in the midst of the Massacre of the 
Innocents by King Herod

Cynthia Yeung
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Of Religion and Art: The 2014 Pilgrimage trip to Italy    

While climbing my way up the steps with my knees, the 
image of 'the taking of Christ' by Michelangelo Merisi 
da Caravaggio sprang into my mind. The image depicted 
the capture of Jesus ,the moment of Judas's betrayal 
.The background of chaos and horrific expressions 
contrast with Christ's clasping hands, a gesture of faith 
and acceptance of fate ,just as in his prayer in the 
Garden of Gethsemane :''My Father, if it be possible, let 
this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as 
you will.” Matthew 26:39. I thought of the vulnerability 
of the defenseless Christ who once walked up these 
very same stairs to face his persecutors' harsh and 
unjust treatment. Then I thought of the power and 
glory of Christ as depicted as a judge and king in The 
last judgment by Michelangelo. Finally, I understand 
what God's vulnerable.love is: a choice out of free will 
to put our interest in front of his, a choice out of free 
will to become 

arrested: one betrayed him, others denied and 
deserted him, as Jesus himself had correctly predicted. 
How about others for whom Jesus died for? The Roman 
soldiers abused him, the Jews mocked him, the others 
continued to worship their pagan idols. At the time of 
his passion, the sinners, for whom he died for, neither 
understood the depth of his unconditional love nor the 
significance of his sacrifice. Yet, with a complete 
understanding of this frustrating fact, he faced these 
people who hurt him so deeply without the slightest 
hatred, regret, bitterness or resentment. Instead, he 
chose forgiveness: "Father, forgive them, for they know 
not what they do." Luke 23:34

And are we that worthy of the heavenly king's sacrifice? 
The last supper is the painting that comes into my 
mind. I encountered 2 masterpieces of The last supper 
in my trip. One was the famous Leonardo de Vinci 
vers ion which depicted the moment of Jesus ' 
prediction of Judas' betrayal, another was the Peter 
Paul Rubens version capturing the moment of Jesus 
breaking the bread after the prediction. Let us recall 
the reaction of these beloved apostles when Jesus was 

I would like to conclude this article with two paintings 
of Salvador Dali that I came across in the trip: The 
Christ of St John of the Cross from the Kelvingrove Art 
Gallery; and Museum, Glasgow and Crucifixion, from 
the Collection of Modern Religious Art, the Vatican 
Museum. While many of the paintings with a religious 
theme are from the Renaissance or Baroque period, 
these modern works by Dali allow us to approach the 
same religious subject with a different perspective and 
thus enrich our understanding of Christ's passion. 
These modern artworks remind me that our religion is 
not something trapped in history. It is something 
constantly evolving, interacting with elements of the 
modern world. I hope that is what the Catholic religion 
means to everyone of us, a living faith integrating with 
our daily life.

The Holy Stairs

The Taking of Christ by 
Michelangelo Merisi da 
Caravaggio,National Gallery of 
Ireland, Dublin.

The Last Judgment,1536-1541 by 

Michelangelo ,Sistine Chapel ,
Vatican City Christ as a judge and 
king. Besides him is Mother Mary The last supper by Leonardo da Vinci in the refectory of 

the Convent of Santa Maria delle Grazie, Milan. You 
can almost hear the heated discussion among the apostles 
here, each of them having their own emotion and opinion 
over prediction of the betrayal: some with doubt, some 
with anxiety and some with fury. 

Christ of St John of the Cross ,1951 
,by Salvador Dali.Kelvingrove Art 
Gallery and Museum , Glasgow. The 
angle of view describes the hanging 
pain of Jesus . The coastal scene is 
Port Lligat, Dali's home town in 
S p a i n . D a l i U s e d m a t h e m a t i c a l 
theories to work out the proportions 
for the painting, He called this 
combination of science with religious 
belief Nuclear Mysticism.
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Bioethics Corner 15 Peter AuYeung
AfVaccine Ethics

One of the topics on which I was asked to lecture in the Catholic Bioethics Course relates to the use of 
vaccines. Setting aside the controversy relating to the HPV vaccine (which could be summarized as the ethics 
of a vaccine against sexually transmitted disease), there are another aspects of vaccination which gives rise 
to concern. This aspect which has certainly not raised its head much (if at all) here in Hong Kong is about the 
ethics of vaccine production. This centres around the use of illicit biological material, whether the vaccine 
may have been manufactured using material from cell lines derived from tissue taken from aborted foetuses 
(years or even decades ago), or I suppose nowadays such illicit biological material could also be the result of 
cells derived from surplus embryos from IVF programmes.

There is not much direct mention of this in Vatican documents until the Pontifical Academy for Life (PAV) 
was asked to examine the question of vaccines prepared using cell lines derived from aborted human 
foetuses by the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith (CDF) in response to an enquiry from the 
organization Children of God for Life. They published the document “Moral Reflections on Vaccines 
Prepared from Cells Derived from Aborted Human Foetuses” in 2005 in which they conclude that:
l there is a grave responsibility to use alternative vaccines and to make a conscientious objection with 

regard to those which have moral problems;
l as regards the vaccines without an alternative, the need to contest so that others may be prepared 

must be reaffirmed, as should be the lawfulness of using the former in the meantime insomuch as is 
necessary in order to avoid a serious risk not only for one's own children but also, and perhaps more 
specifically, for the health conditions of the population as a whole – especially for pregnant women;

l the lawfulness of the use of these vaccines should not be misinterpreted as a declaration of the 
lawfulness of their production, marketing and use, but is to be understood as being a passive material 
cooperation and, in its mildest and remotest sense, also active, morally justified as an extrema ratio due 
to the necessity to provide for the good of one's children and of the people who come in contact with the 
children (pregnant women);

l such cooperation occurs in a context of moral coercion of the conscience of parents, who are forced to 
choose to act against their conscience or otherwise, to put the health of their children and of the 
population as a whole at risk. This is an unjust alternative choice, which must be eliminated as soon as 
possible.

The CDF instruction Dignitas Personae (2008) summarized the position of the Church regarding such 
vaccines as follows:

“Grave reasons may be morally proportionate to justify the use of such “biological material”. Thus, for 
example, danger to the health of children could permit parents to use a vaccine which was developed 
using cell lines of illicit origin, while keeping in mind that everyone has the duty to make known their 
disagreement and to ask that their healthcare system make other types of vaccines available.” (No. 35)

The main problem lies with vaccines manufactured using the WI-38 and MRC-5 human diploid cell lines and 
the PAV document lists the vaccines available and in use then (2005). The website of Children of God for Life 
maintains a list of illicit vaccines as well as available alternatives in the USA and Canada. This is of course 
useful as far as it goes. But would it not be a good idea for the Guild to compile a list of local vaccines in terms 
of whether its manufacture is ethical or otherwise, for the benefit of local parents and faithful?
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Members’ CornerMembers’ Corner

 
.

Talk by Deacon John Wu 2

Deacon John Wu shared his experience as school doctor on April 3, 2014 in Seminar Room 1, 
Faculty of Medicine, HKU. The talk was organized by HKU/CU medic cell, with sponsor of Guild 
of St Luke. Thanks to Dr Albert Wong for sponsoring the cost of renting the seminar room.

Deacon Dr John Wu is a Pediatric hematologist and he shared in a series of 2 talks in HKU. The first 
talk was held on Mar 18 2014 and the topic was treating number or patients. Other than HKU/CU 
medic catholic students, there were some other medical students and researchers in HKU there too. 
Deacon Wu stressed the importance of caring for patient and family as a whole, and take into body 
language and other information in treating our patients, rather than treating number. Sometimes 
hints are available through our common sense. Talk 2 was held on April 3. These time all attendance 
were catholic medical students and graduates. Deacon Wu shared on needs to use our heart to take 
care of our patients. For example he used iced grape to help school children to increase fruit intake. 
Also we need to be friends with different colleagues especially relatively lower rank staff. When 
they know we care about them, they can take our advice easier. When deacon tried to care and be 
friends with his school children, they can take his advice easier and make evangelization easier too. 
We also need to appreciate one another, because God loves us not because of anything, but because 
we are unique. It is bad to judge other doctors because we may not understand the whole situation. 
It only hurt our patients. 
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Coming Events....

           Date:     22nd June 2014
            
           Venue:  Ricci Chapel
           

           Date:   27th June 2014
           Time:  6:30-10pm
           Venue: Caritas Restaurant, Caine Road

Graduation Mass

Annual General Meeting

Time:     3-4pm

For details, please visit: doctor.catholic.org.hk
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