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Words from Master

I am glad to be the Master of the Guild of St Luke, St Cosmas and St Damian Hong Kong for the second year.

I remember when I joined the Guild as an exco member, I worked with Joseph Tang, who by that time was still a medical 
student, to reform the CU medic cell (CUMCC). After so many years he has now become one of our exco members. Working 
with medical students has always been my priority. Currently I am trying to get in touch with potential Catholic medical 
students by conducting mock interviews for them. I wish I could know every Catholic medical student and guide him in his 
career by sharing with him the bioethics teaching of the Church. I wish we could improve years after years.

Pope Francis just went to the World Youth Day in Brazil and a lot of exciting news could be found on the Internet. I would like 
to share with you what happened in Brazil:

On the first official opening mass in the Shrine of Our Lady of Aparecida, he told us how he entrusted himself to Mother Mary. 
“The day after my election as Bishop of Rome, I visited the Basilica of Saint Mary Major in Rome, in order to entrust my 
ministry to Our Lady. Today I have come here to ask Mary our Mother for the success of World Youth Day and to place at her 
feet the life of the people of Latin America.” He went to the Basilica of St Mary Major in Rome again before and after his visit 
to Brazil. The Holy Father talked about three simple attitudes: hopefulness, openness to being surprised by God, and living in 
joy. Although the Guild has come across many difficulties recently such as the decline in number of active members, we 
should always be open to being surprised by God. When I come across some very active new members among our medical 
students, I trust that we have a bright future.

On the final closing Mass of the World Youth Day on July 28 2013, Pope Francis said, “Jesus is calling you to be a disciple with a 
mission! Today, in the light of the word of God that we have heard, what is the Lord saying to us? Three simple ideas: Go, do 
not be afraid, and serve. If you follow these three ideas, you will experience that the one who evangelizes is evangelized, the 
one who transmits the joy of faith receives more joy.”

I believe that Catholic doctors and the Guild should follow these simple attitudes as well; we should go, serve, and not be 
afraid. 

This is the best way to fulfil our mission: “Go and make disciples of all nations”.

1. http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/francesco/homilies/2013/documents/papa-francesco_20130724_gmg-omelia-aparecida_en.html
2.  http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/francesco/homilies/2013/documents/papa-francesco_20130728_celebrazione-xxviii-gmg_en.html 

The graduation mass was held on 23 June 2013 at Ricci 
Chapel. We were honoured to have our spiritual advisor, 
Fr Robert Ng, to be our celebrate. This year we had 10 
graduates from both medical schools of HKU and CU. 
They received blessings from Fr Ng, friends of the Guild, 
and most importantly from the Lord. 

Fr Ng reminded graduates and catholic medical 
professionals to be humble all the time, as all people are 
known are equal in the eyes of God. God only 
differentiates the loving one. Fr Ng also urged us to grow 
into deeper relationship with God no matter how busy  
our life is, and  continue to follow Christ with our own  
crosses.

At the end of the mass, Lisa Cheng, Jubi Li and Lily Chan 
from HKU shared with us their happy and hard times as a 
medical student, and their aspiration of their future 
career.

We wishes our graduates a fruitful internship year which 

Graduation Mass

Ambrose LeungWords from Master

Florence Mok
23th June 2013



Events...Events...

th thOur celebratory events for the 60  anniversary came to a climax at the 60  Annual General Meeting and 
thAnnual Dinner which took place on 29  June 2013. We were pleased to have Sr. Arlene Te and Sr. Mary Ann 

Lou from Taiwan to be our symposium speaker and guest of honour respectively. Sr. Arlene gave a most 
inspiring talk titled 'Taiwan Experience on Creighton Model Fertility Care System and Napro Technology as 
primary treatment of infertility'. Her experience in Natural Family Planning enlightened the audience a lot. 

The symposium was immediately followed by the AGM and the thanksgiving Mass. We were deeply 
honoured to have invited His Eminence Joseph Cardinal Zen SDB, Fr. Stephen Chau SJ, Fr. Lawrence Lee and 
Fr. Robert Ng SJ to celebrate the Eucharist with us. Together we were thankful to God for what He has 
bestowed on our Guild in the past years.

We were able to see a lot of familiar faces in the Annual Dinner. All of us were moved by the special video on 
the history of our Guild which you can find on our youtube channel.  During the dinner Sr. Lou shared with 
us her voluntary medical work in Handang, Hebei in China and many of us found it interesting and 
meaningful.

thThe AGM concludes our 60  anniversary celebration and marks a new year for the Guild. We wish to thank 
our members for their unfailing support throughout the years.
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Sister Arlene Te gave us a talk on ‘ 'Taiwan Experience 

on Creighton Model Fertility Care System and Napro 

Technology as primary treatment of infertility', which is

a standardized and objective approach to look into the

 problem for family planning in terms of achieving or

 avoiding pregnancy, And through this the couple has a 

closer relationship with each other and with God. 

Symposium

The discussion panel was chaired 

byDr Stephen Foo, an experenced 

family physician (middle). Other 

members of the panel include Dr

Mary Tang (O&G specialist, left),

 andMrs Louise Chan (CMAC,

right).

Dr Peter Auyeung, raised questions from 

the floor.

Mass

The mass was celerbrated by 

C a r d i n a l  J o s e p h Z e n ,  a n d 

co-celebrated by Fr John Russel,

Fr Robert Ng, Fr Stephen Chow & 

Fr Lawrence Lee.
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Mentorship Inauguration

Another important event celebrating the 60th anniversary was the mentorship programme. Senior members were 

invited to be mentors of our junior doctors and medical student. Mentors including Professor Rosie Young, Dr 

Robert Ng, Dr Au Yiu Kai, Dr Peter AuYeung, Dr Pan Tsang, Dr Poemen Chan, Dr Matthew Tsui, Dr Joseph

Chung, Dr Peter Kwan, Dr Michael Poon. 

Dinner Gathering

Our Guest of Honour,S ister Mary Ann Lou from Cardina Tien

 Hospital, TaiWan, shared with us her voluntary medical work 

in Handang, Hebei in Mainland China. Fr Zhang He Shan and 

his team from Mainland China set up a hospital at Hangdang, 

helping the poor and in need. The hospital is quite elementary. 

Sister Lou and her team helped up in the hospital and taught 

the mainland doctors about hygienic knowledge and medical

 techniques so as to improve their professional level.

Dr Rebecca Yeung (PYNEH Oncology, left)

and Dr Tsang Man Wo ( UCH, Medicine, 

right), joined Sister Lou’s team to visit 

Handang in April this year. They shared 

with us about their precious experience 

helping out there. They represent the HK

Guild to start our voluntary work in the 

medical field of mainland China.



Bioethics Corner 13
Peter AuYeung

This offering is concerned with two topics, which can be neatly summarized by the subtitle Law and Morals. The 

first relates to the CFA ruling on the W case, in which the Courts ruled that in the case of a transsexual who has 

undergone surgical reassignment to the female gender, the Registrar of Marriages must treat that person as a 

woman as far as marriage in Hong Kong is concerned. The second concerns the controversy surrounding the 

campaign of civil disobedience to fight for universal suffrage – Occupy Central.
 

To take the CFA judgment first, there are many things it is not (eg advancing same-sex marriage, or redefining it, 

or a general advancement of LGBT rights), as the nub of the matter is that a transsexual like W, having gone 

through all the medical evaluations, therapies and finally surgical reassignment of gender, should be regarded as 

a woman by the Registrar of Marriages as far as marriage in Hong Kong is concerned. The Church basically does 

not accept that these actually make W a real woman, and generally frowns on gender reassignment surgery, but a 

lot more needs to be worked out in terms of presenting the position of the Church to the public as well as its 

response, should a transsexual request a wedding in one of our Churches.
 

Whilst the Church cannot accept that gender reassignment surgery changes anything fundamental and therefore, 

a transgendered person like W thus remains a mutilated male, it has quite a big problem communicating its 

standpoint, especially since very little has been promulgated from Rome about it. One way of explaining the 

Church's stance is to compare gender identity disorder with body integrity identity disorder (something which had 

already been done and published in a relevant journal) and to compare gender reassignment surgery with a 

request to amputate a perfectly healthy limb. If the latter is for the purpose of increasing begging income, I doubt 

any doctor would go along with that. What if the man suffers from the unshakeable erroneous belief that he is 

better off as an amputee though both his legs are healthy and there is no physical indication for amputation? I 

would certainly refuse to get involved, but so I suspect would many others. With gender reassignment surgery, 

there is similarly an erroneous belief resulting in a request for mutilating surgery followed by reconstruction which 

seeks to give an impression of what it isn't.

The Church has taught against this:

“Except when performed for strictly therapeutic medical reasons, directly intended amputations, mutilations, and 

sterilizations performed on innocent persons are against the moral law.” (CCC2297)

So there cannot be anyway that gender reassignment surgery is acceptable to the Church. Although the Church 

sympathizes with the trials and tribulations of individuals inflicted with gender identity disorder, she insists that 

the way forward is to trust God and return to His Way, and that would include resisting unnatural urges and living a 

life of chastity as well as prayer and penance. (For an illustration of how a Pope delineates the right from the 

wrong (in the rest of the Encyclical) whilst at the same time holding out a helping hand to those who have fallen 

short of the standards expected of a follower of Jesus, please refer to paragraph 99 of Evangelium Vitae). 

As for us doctors, there can be no doubt that it is gravely immoral to participate in such operations. Indeed the 

carrying out of such operations in the Hospital of St John's and St Elizabeth's in London caused such a scandal 

that Cardinal O' Connor had to intervene and set the Catholic hospital back in the right direction. At the present 

moment, the CFA ruling has no impact as to participation or refusal thereof in such surgery, but even if it were law, 

there is still a duty to refuse. Whether that ruling would compel our Diocese to carry out such weddings is unclear, 

but it is difficult to see any way in which compelling the Church to conduct such weddings is anything other than an 

assault on freedom of religion and conscience. Should such a legal requirement arise, there is equally a moral 

requirement to act against that unjust ruling. This does not mean that the Church does not recognize the authority 

of the CFA in Hong Kong. Rather, the Church recognizes the CFA for what it is, namely the highest Court of the 

land, but we all know that there is one Judge above all human judges, namely Jesus Christ our Lord to whom all 

people of whatever faith or none must hold themselves accountable to. It is from the respect of this ultimate Judge 

that the Church would have to act, even if that means going against human judges.

Af

Laws & Morals



Bioethics Corner 13
Peter AuYeung

This brings us neatly onto the second topic, about civil disobedience and breaking the Law. Of course, the Law of 

the land should always be given due respect (cf CCC 2238-2240), but you all know that there are just laws as well 

as unjust ones and there are petty and even stupid laws as well. A few years ago, the HA asked us to discard 

syringes (uncontaminated ones) in municipal rubbish, unaware that such action is absolutely against the law, as it 

was and is written. Even if you don't remember that, you may remember that recently there was another decree 

reversing all of it, bidding us all to remember to discard all syringes in the relevant Sharps Box, bin or such like 

containers. 

If you are in a rush, you might also drive over the speed limit (or if the speed limit changes down suddenly without 

advance notice, you may also do the same); that is also breaking the law. But is there any difference between that 

and say rape or murder? Apart from gut feelings and moral intuition, there is also talk of the kinds of bad things 

that the Law prohibits. The first kind, like rape and murder, are wrong in and of themselves (Latin: mala in se) and 

is generally prohibited by all of mankind. The others are prohibited because it serves a purpose in Society, such 

as setting a speed limit in certain areas to protect live and limb. Although the famed German Autobahn has no 

speed limit, it can also be seen that speed limits even for similar environments vary in different places. That 

driving at a certain speed is against the Law is only so because the Law prohibits driving above a specified speed 

in certain locations, so that is an action prohibited by law (Latin: mala prohibita). In discussions about legal 

philosophy as well as in ethics discussions, there is a very real difference between the two.

Just as Society can prohibit what is not intrinsically bad for its purpose, so equally it can decide to allow what is 

intrinsically bad for its own purpose. The English law redefining marriage and laws refusing conscientious 

objection and opting out of participation in abortions (Victoria, Australia as well as the Obamacare HHS mandate) 

come immediately to mind in this latter category. There is a Christian duty to disobey these Laws:

“The citizen is obliged in conscience not to follow the directives of civil authorities when they are contrary to the 

demands of the moral order, to the fundamental rights of persons or the teachings of the Gospel. Refusing 

obedience to civil authorities, when their demands are contrary to those of an upright conscience, finds its 

justification in the distinction between serving God and serving the political community. "Render therefore to 

Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's."(Mt 22:21) "We must obey God rather 

than men"(Acts 5:29)” (CCC2242)

If we return to the subject of Occupy Central, it is obvious that there is no duty to stay away just as there is no duty 

to participate. It seems that when some doctors or professors are rubbishing this campaign of civil disobedience, 

they choose to highlight the fact that it is breaking the Law to discredit it. Given the analysis in the previous 

paragraphs, it is obvious that breaking the Law is not as great a deal that they would want us to believe and indeed 

there is indeed a Christian duty to disobey unjust and immoral Laws. Some famous and respected professionals 

have also broken the Law to effect change; peacefully like the barrister Mahatma Gandhi, or in bloody revolution 

as in the physician Sun Yat-sen. So one cannot argue that there is a professional necessarily has a duty never to 

break the Law. If you ask me to choose between massive civil disobedience and bloody revolution, I'd rather skip 

the bloodshed if that is possible.

Af

Laws & Morals



Members’ NewsMembers’ News

Coming Events....

Celebration of the Guild’s 60th Anniversary

Medical Sunday:

New Year Gathering

Palm Sunday Retreat

           Date:    20th Oct 2013
           Time:    3:30-6:30pm
           Venue:  Ricci Chapel

           Date:    9th Feb 2014 (年初十)
           Time and Venue to be confirmed

           Date:   12th-13th April 2014
           Include day programme and overnight retreat
           Time and Venue to be confirmed

Details: please visit   & Check your emaildoctor.catholic.org.hk

Save the dates!  

Congratulations!

Dr Tim Chan and Ms Amy Siu received

the gift from God, baby Ella ,

 on 2nd June 2013.

May God bless the sweet family.

 

Our master, Dr Ambrose Leung was invited to share 
on sex and love in East Asia Program organized by 
Hong Kong Federa t ion o f Catho l i c S tudents . 
It was held in different East Asian cities by rotation 
and the last time held in Hong Kong was five years ago.
Ambrose  shared on Theology of Body, meaning of 
marriage and sex. He  also discussed about freedom 
and extra-marital sex. It was a meaningful event to 
have sharing with students.

14 Aug 2014
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