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This is the first time I write in newsletter as Master of the Guild. I remember I was invited to join Guild executive 
council by my intern. I knew he is Catholic only when we met in Mass in SS Cosmas and Damian Church w hich was next 
to my hospital (we were both on call that day and so attended 8:15 am Sunday mass).
I am not a cradle Catholic and I was baptized at Form 6. I joined Catholic Society of New Asia College, CUHK as social 
affairs executive council member and then I began to be more active in church. However, after I stepped down I 
became a Sunday Mass goer only. I suddenly had the calling and I joined World Youth Day in 2005. I met many people 
there (including my wife) and after coming back, I heard a calling to serve the youth. Through helping different catholic 
societies and especially medic cells, I learned a lot and I enjoyed a lot. I am quite reluctant to be master as I enjoy a lot 
serving our medical students. Moreover, I am not well educated as our past masters and I feel I have lots to learn. God 
is not leaving me alone and He calls me to work in Diocesan Commission for Hospital Pastoral Care and Catholic 
Marriage Advisory Council (I am also Exco Member of both groups). The experience there reminds me again what the 
role of Catholic Doctor Association in Hong Kong is.
What is special calling for Catholic Doctor Association?
For Catholic medical students and graduates, I feel we need to support them and walk with them. It would be 
especially good if we can invite good Catholic doctors as mentors who can guide them. We can also teach them to 
prepare for examination and help them to grow in faith especially in medical ethics. We can support them to uphold 
Catholic ethics when they are working and having training especially in O&G when they may face ethical problems. In 
my hospital, we have cell for Catholic staff and I hope we can start more in other hospitals.
For the community and church, we have been helping the poor and needy, taking care of religious activities. We also 
need to stand up to support our church in areas especially related to our field, like medical ethics, same sex attraction, 
natural family planning and protection of life. Prolife is especially important nowadays and our Guild has a special and 
important role. Our Catholic hospitals and facilities have been recently criticized and hopefully our Catholic 
atmosphere can improve gradually. I hope the Guild can help to unite them and help to improve together.
The job of Master is not easy. Please continue to pray for me and for the Guild!

Words from Master

Ambrose Leung



Events...Events...Graduation Mass
24th June 2012

The  Graduation mass this year was held on 24 th 
June 2012 at Ricci Chapel. We were happy to have 
Father Robert Ng as our celebrant. There were total 
19 graduates, including 9 HKU medical students,7 
CUHK medical students and public health students, 1 
CU nursing student, 2 Open U nursing students. 
Quite a number of our Guild members came to 
support them too. The Guild congratulated their 
graduation with gifts for them. Professor Rosie Young 
gave them encouragement and reminded them to be 
with God’s love in work towards their patients. We 
wish our new graduates to have good start and enjoy 
their work. Ambrose Leung

Annual General Meeting
                          29th June 2012

thThe 59  AGM was held on 29 June 2012 at Caritas 
Restaurant. From this year, we have new master 
Dr. Ambrose Leung and new secretaries Dr. Leslie 
Fok and Dr. Peter Anthony Fok to lead us matching 

thtowards 60  anniversary.  We used to call Ambrose 
as the patron of the youth, since he can remember 
the names of all new medical students and Katso 
exco of all universities. He also attends major 
act iv i t ies organized by al l Katso. He is a 
WahYanite and the coordinator of the Medical 
Fraternity. Thus he has particular attention to 
those WahYanites entering medical schools. He is 
also our representative in CMAC. Our new master 
is energetic enough to keep the Guild green.

Dr. Douglas Shum, the CEO of the Light of Raphel 
(a charity organization offering free traditional 
Chinese medicine service) was our guest of honor.  
He shared with us about his charity work through 
the Light of Raphel.  Here he can serve the poor 
and the needies who cannot afford even a hundred 
dollars as consultation fee. He also offer home visit 
and on site medical consultation to the elderly who 
cannot walk to the clinic. Unfortunately the Light of 
Raphel is now in financial difficulty, we welcome all 
members to donate and help the organization to 
pass through the difficult situation.

Michael Poon



Spiritual Adviser: Fr. Robert Ng 吳智勳神父
Master : Dr. Ambrose Leung 梁焯燊醫生 (Medicine, YCH)
Honorary Secretary : Dr. Leslie Fok 霍善智醫生 (Clinical Oncology, QEH) 
Honorary Assistant Secretary: Dr. Peter Anthony Fok 霍靖醫生      (Family Medicine, KW Cluster) 
Honorary Treasurer : Dr. Anthony Leung 梁冠滔醫生 (Clinical Oncology, QEH) 
Immediate Past Master : Dr. Michael Poon 潘志明醫生 (Surgery., NDH)
Council members:

Dr. Peter Au Yeung 歐陽嘉傑醫生 (Anaest., YCH) 
Dr. Poemen Chan 陳培文醫生 (Ophthalmology,HKEH)
Dr. Joyce Ching 程德君醫生 (Family Medicine, KW cluster)
Dr. Joseph Chung 鍾駿傑醫生 (ENT, QMH)
Dr. Peter Kwan 關嘉聰醫生 (ENT, PYNEH)
Dr. Jane Lau 劉至欣醫生 (NS, PMH)
Dr. Kris Leung 梁展鵬醫生 (FM, private practice)
Dr. Kenneth Li 李穎琛醫生 (QEH Oncology)
Dr. Sally Luk 陸慧妍醫生 (Surg., PWH)
Dr. Joseph Mak 麥國柱醫生 (O&T, PYNEH)
Dr. Florence Mok 莫小婷醫生 (Clinical Oncology, PYNEH)
Dr. Sandy Ng 吳宛珊醫生 (O&T, TKOH)
Dr. Andrew Tse 謝清華醫生 (Dentist, private practice)
Dr. Daniel Wong   黃祈恩醫生 (O&G, PYNEH)
Dr. Frances Yu 余思佳醫生  (FM, PWH)
Dr. Rebecca Yeung 楊美雲醫生 (Clinical Oncology, PYNEH)
Dr. Robert Yuen 阮嘉毅醫生 (Paed., private practice)
Dr. Frederick Yuen 袁富林醫生 (FM, private practice) 

New council members:
Dr. Joseph Tang            鄧永健醫生 (Radiology, PYNEH)
Dr. Luke Lee            李天恩醫生 (Medicine, QMH) 

New Council 2012-2013

Events...Events...

The Medical Sunday is a long tradition of the Guild. It is held on the Sunday immediately after the feast day of St. 
Luke, the patron saint of Catholic doctors, to provide a chance for our members to gather together to thank God for 
the past year. Each year it is co-organised with the Catholic Nursing Guild and the Diocesan Pastoral Care Committee.
The theme this year is 'Behold, I'm with you always' from the Gospel of Matthew, which is chosen to commemorate 

ththe 10  anniversary of SARS. After the thanksgiving Mass we were honoured to have invited Fr. Baptista and Dr. 
Joseph Chung to share with us their experience during the SARS battle. Fr. Baptista talked about his difficult work as a 
priest in a society filled with panic and uncertainties and the challenge he faced, while Dr. Chung reflected on his time 
when he fell victim of the disease and the changes that were brought to his life. The audience was enlightened by 
their intriguing stories and their great perseverance during this time of trial. The Guild would like to thank both 
speakers for their presence which made the occasion a truly remarkable one.

Medical Sunday
                          18th October 2012

Leslie Fok



thThe mass for the deceased was held on 11  November 2012 at Ricci Chapel. The mass was celebrated by our 
spiritual director Fr. Robert Ng. There were about 20 Guild members joining the mass, and prayed in loving 
memory of the deceased members. 

After the mass, we were honoured to have Professor Shiu-hung Lee to share with us the old days with our past 
master Professor GH Choa. Professor Lee was a student of Professor Choa. After he graduated, they both 
worked in Department of Medicine and Health Services. Professor Choa was the director at that time (from 
1970-1976). They together handled the health issue of Vietnamese influx, setting up of methadone clinics, and 
establishment of several health institutions including Princess Margaret Hospital, Prince of Wales Hospital 
and Lek Yuen Health Centre. Professor Choa also acted as the Chairman of the Action Committee Against-
Narcotices (ACAN). According to Professor Lee, Professor Choa was always a gentle person.  He set a good 
example as a good health promoter, a good community health leader and a good health advocate. He was ever 
remembered by our Guild members. Professor Lee asked Guild members to follow Professor Choa's example 
of working in partnership to promote health for the good of the community
.

Mr Peter Lo also shared on Dr. George Yeung [Past Master (3rd) 1955-1956] and Dr. Cizzy Yeung [Past Master 
(7th) 1959-1960]. He was initially a patient of Dr Yeung. Dr Yeung later became their family doctor and also 
family friend. Dr Yeung was also gentle and kind to Mr Lo's family and cared about their health. Mr Lo missed 
the couple very much.

Dr Sandy Ng, our spiritual subcommittee coordinator, presented the powerpoint prepared by Dr Francis Chu, 
our past financial secretary, who were not able to come that day. This powerpoint highlighted the history of the 
Guild in the early days. He dug out the letters for application for forming the guild, and the reply letter from 
Bishop of saying ' Yes'. He also introduced our first master Dr Dr. A P Guterres, who was a general practioner.

It was a memorable day for remembering our past masters and members. Their tremendous effort in setting up 
the Guild in order to uphold the catholic principles in being catholic doctor is ever appreciated and memorized.

Events...Events... Mass for the Deceased
                          11th November 2012

- from the first Guild Annual Report Florence Mok

Prof SH Lee

Mr Peter Lo Dr Sandy Ng



th thThe 15  AFCMA Congress took place in Bali on 18  to the next FIAMC Congress (to be held in Mumbai in 
st 2 0 1 4 )  a r e  p r o g r e s s i n g  w e l l  a n d  t h e  f i r s t  21  October 2012. Some 400 delegates from over a 

announcements will soon be made. A new Executive dozen Asian countries participated in the congress. A 
Committee was elected for the AFCMA and as for the total of three from Hong Kong (counting Fr Tham as 
next AFCMA Congress, it will be held in Kyoto in 2016.from Hong Kong) took part. As Archbishop Zimowski 

was attending the Synod for Bishops in Rome, the Holy 
See was represented by Mgr Mupendawatu, the 

    Secretary for the Pontifical Council for Health Pastoral 
C a re . D r F ra n co i s B l i n , P re s i d e nt o f F EA M C , 

 -----------------------------------------------------------represented the FIAMC President Dr JM Simon.

I attended the AFCMA conference in Bali this year.  The theme of the Congress was "Challenges of Catholic 
My greatest reward from this trip is to meet the Doctors in the Changing World" and some 15 main 
delegates from Mainland China. speakers discussed various subjects within the sub-

themes of the Congress, including “Challenges in 
There are four delegates from Mainland China, 

Upholding Biomedical Ethics”, “Challenges at the 
l e d  b y  F r  Z h a n g  H e s h a n  (張河山神父 ) ,  

Beginning of Human Life”, “Challenges at the End of 
superintendent of Catholic Dazhong Hospital 

Human Life”, “Challenges in Promoting Natural (大眾醫院 ), Hebei (河北 ).  Similar to our guild 60 
Fertility Awareness” and “Controversy on the Use of years ago, they are now beginning to gather a 
Condom in HIV Prevention”. Fr Tham and I were among group of Catholic medical workers to form an 
the speakers in these sessions. association.  However unlike our guild, their 

members are living far apart (the journey may take 
a few hours), hence it is difficult for them to gather It was also a great opportunity for Catholic doctors in 
together to have meetings.different Asian countries to network and share 

experiences. It was nice to meet up with Fr Zhang 
When I talked to them, they are very interested to Heshan from Han Dan and good to see that the medical 
know what our guild does and what are the 

student from Cambodia is now a young doctor. Having 
purposes of such an association.

gone to Bali 2 years ago to help set up the Conference, 
it was also nice to meet up with the various Indonesian I wonder, are these the same questions our guild 
doctors from Bali and elsewhere. Dr George Isajiw asked at the time when it was established?  With 

thfrom America was one of the speakers as well as being the coming of the 60  anniversary of our guild, I 
a former Treasurer of the FIAMC. As well as sharing begin to reflect on these very basic questions:  
experiences about the fight against the culture of Why do we come together ?  What should our 

guild do?  death, he also gave me a prayer card about Blessed 
Konrad, a Ukrainian priest martyred during the Second 

Compared with our brothers and sisters in World War and also his maternal grandfather (there 
Mainland China, we are very fortunate here in are married priests in the Ukrainian Church). “We'd 
Hong Kong that we have the close network, the 

like another miracle for his canonization.”
freedom and the resources.  Nevertheless, the 
most important for us is to have our own answers 

The Indian contingent was one that we have not seen to the above questions.
attending the last two AFCMA Congresses. Fr 
Fernandes was here and he said that preparations for 

Asian Federation Catholic Medical Association Congress 
Bali 2012

Peter AuYeung

Rebecca Yeung



Bioethics Corner 11
Peter AuYeung

A lot has happened since my last article. To take the most recent first, the re-election of Obama will mean a continued 
assault on freedom of conscience as well as of religion, rights which are enshrined in the article 18 of both the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights and the International Convention on Civil and Political Rights. Well pro-life website have 
analysed some of the voting data and noted that not enough people voted pro-life, so even when general polls show a 
majority of Americans against both abortion as well as the HHS mandate, they do not act on their beliefs and vote for a pro-
life president. Some will mumble about the separation of politics and religion; others will talk about not imposing one's 
beliefs on others. There are problems about both positions.

Looking at the separation of politics and religion and the problem of imposing beliefs on others first, the Pope explained 
these well in Deus Caritas Est: “It recognizes that it is not the Church's responsibility to make [her] teaching prevail in 
political life. Rather, the Church wishes to help form consciences in political life and to stimulate greater insight into the 
authentic requirements of justice as well as greater readiness to act accordingly, even when this might involve conflict with 
situations of personal interest. … A just society must be the achievement of politics, not of the Church. Yet the promotion of 
justice through efforts to bring about openness of mind and will to the demands of the common good is something which 
concerns the Church deeply.” (No 28a)

Cyd Ho had also recently proposed to ask the Government to consult the public on Gay Rights and Equality for Gays. The 
proposal was voted down. I saw a lot of comment on Facebook (even amongst Catholics) supporting Equality for Gays. The 
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith (CDF) then headed by Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger (now beloved Pope Benedict 
XVI) declared in its document “Considerations Regarding Proposals to Give Legal Recognition to Unions Between 
Homosexual Persons ” that “men and women with homosexual tendencies “must be accepted with respect, compassion 
and sensitivity. Every sign of unjust discrimination in their regard should be avoided”. (No 4) Yet as far as “marriage”( and 
its corollaries adoption and assisted reproduction) goes, “[t]he principles of respect and non-discrimination cannot be 
invoked to support legal recognition of homosexual unions. Differentiating between persons or refusing social recognition 
or benefits is unacceptable only when it is contrary to justice. The denial of the social and legal status of marriage to forms 
of cohabitation that are not and cannot be marital is not opposed to justice; on the contrary, justice requires it.” (No 8)

What is apparent to me is that much of the Catholic laity is not familiar with the teachings of the Church. On life issues such 
as abortion and euthanasia, a Catholic must be against both as a matter of principle – “There may be a legitimate diversity 
of opinion … but not however with regard to abortion and euthanasia.” (Letter of Cardinal Ratzinger to US Bishops over Sen 
Kerry in the 2004 Presidential campaign). Every Catholic must be pro-life. Let's have more Guild members join Birthright!

On the issue of homosexuality, the Church is against unjust discrimination, but notes that justice demands other kinds of 
discrimination. The verb “to discriminate” is defined in the dictionary as “to note or make a difference”. It is not necessarily 
negative to discriminate– it is a good thing to have discriminating tastes, and it is often bad to be indiscriminate (its 
antonym). What about noting a difference when there is indeed one? That sort of discrimination is entirely necessary. 
Morally we must discriminate right from wrong; conversely making right and wrong equal, because equality reigns 
supreme, is foolish.

Further away, both temporally and geographically, is the scandal involving the Japanese anaesthetist Yoshitaka Fujii, who 
was found by a committee of the Japanese Society of Anaesthesia this July to have fabricated some 172 papers, whilst 
unable to determine the validity of another 37. He was the third major scandal of scientific fraud in anaesthesia, with 
Joachim Boldt (Germany) having found not to have obtained ethics committee approval for 88 studies (mainly into the 
synthetic colloid hetastarch) in 2010. The first of these was Scott Reuben who admitted to fabricating 23 papers mostly 
involving COX-2 inhibitors in 2009. He lost his medical licence permanently and was sent to jail. These unsavoury episodes 
took place against a background of other scientific fraud in other medical specialties. The pressure to publish is great and it 
is unfortunate that some individuals would attempt to fabricate results to advance in the academic world. (Locally the Sun 

stnewspaper ran a piece this 1  July about HKU and the liver transplant unit, with allegations (admitted) of some mainland 
researchers on attachment Photoshopping certain pictures in their papers).

Of course there are also the scandals involving the doctor making pornographic videos of his female patients, as well as the 
infusion of contaminated immune cells from the patient resulting in patient death and injury. But this will suffice for a quick 
survey of some important events with bioethical implications in the past few months.

Af

Bioethics Home & Away



Members’ Corner

Freedom of conscience is the sort of concept that many agree is important … that is, until someone else's freedom of 
conscience causes a problem for themselves. Very few people would argue with the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights or the International Convention on Civil and Political Rights about the right to freedom of religion and of 
conscience (that right is enshrined in Article 18 of both documents). So why is there such a concerted attack on the 
right to freedom of conscience? As far as medical ethics is concerned, this is because some people feel that there 
should not be any barriers to access to abortion (and by extension similar medical killing as euthanasia and physician  
assisted suicide)      .

Concentrating on abortion (as the other two are still currently illegal here in Hong Kong), the first problem seem to be 
that people regard the physician's opting out not only as a hurdle to obtaining an abortion, but also as an attempt at 
coercing the woman to change her mind. They talk about the doctor imposing his/her morals on the patient. This is 
ridiculous. When a doctor admits he is opposed to abortion, it is as much a statement of position as the woman 
seeking abortion indicating that she is for it. No coercion is present. If just a mere statement can make a woman back 
down on the abortion, then perhaps she had been hurried into making a decision and that second thoughts may not 
be a bad thing. If the doctor's statement of disagreement and insistence on non-involvement is imposing morals, then 
a society seeking to stop the doctor from exercising his right of conscientious objection is then imposing the morals of 
the patient onto the doctor. Surely, if the doctor cannot impose his morals on the woman, it is only fair that society 
should not seek to impose the woman's morals on him.

As for the argument about barriers to access to abortion, it is well worth noting that abortion remains illegal in Hong 
Kong unless performed under specific conditions by doctors. Just because it is performed by a doctor doesn't make it 
legal either: the doctor who overdosed his patient with the synthetic opioid remifentanil whilst performing an 
abortion in his clinic and killed her as a result, was convicted of medical manslaughter because he had cause her death 
doing an illegal procedure: there was only one doctor (himself) signing the relevant papers and his clinic was not 
registered for doing abortions! In any case, there are more barriers to access to abortion (as well as other medical 
procedures and interventions) than conscientious objection, and I cannot see the latter featuring significantly here in 
Hong Kong. After all, there are many doctors in the HA hospitals who do not object to abortion, and only those in the 
private sector who want to do it will get referred patients for it.

There are other aspects to abortion question as well. The first (apart from the legality question which has already 
been dealt with) is that a late abortion represents a philosophical view of a human being in an early stage of 
development in a diametrically opposite manner to having a premature neonate being aggressively treated in the 
intensive care unit. That medicine can be so schizophrenic must ultimately hurt medicine. Another is that real 
questions of conscientious objection rarely raise its head in the traditional professions other than medicine. 
Kennedy's comparison about barristers and doctors is not valid because the sort of schizophrenia that abortion and 
neonatal intensive care poses does not arise in the alleged example of barristers.

One area where conscientious objection first arose (even before doctors) was about bearing arms in defence of one's 
country. Individuals have refused to bear arms on the principle of not wishing to kill another human being since time 
immemorial. They have all suffered greatly for their principles; some were executed. In the past 150 or so years, 
various countries around the world have recognized the right to conscientious objection to bearing arms. Yet in many 
of the same Western countries, the governments wish to curtail conscientious objection to participation in abortion. 
What madness has afflicted the world when it is fine to opt out of killing enemies on conscientious grounds, but it is 
not so to opt out of killing unborn citizens on the same grounds!

Conscientious Objection Series 2: 
                                                           The Importance of Freedom of Conscience



Members’ NewsMembers’ News
Congratulations!

Dr Joseph Mak & Dr Jennifer Mak

were married at St Margaret’s Church

on 27th Oct 2012.

Coming Events....

Celebration of the Guild’s 60th Anniversary

6-19 Jan 2013:           Pilgrimage to Italy and Spain
                                     Spiritual Guide: Fr Robert Ng
        

17 Feb 2013:              New Year Gathering
 
23-24 Mar 2013:        Palm Sunday Overnight Retreat  @
                                    St Paul House of Prayer

                                    Spiritual Guide: Sr. Wat 屈淑美修女

     
June 2013:                 Annual General Meeting and Grand Gathering 
                                    of the Guild’s 60th Anniversary

Save the dates!  

Details: please visit   or 

Facebook account 

(group name: Guild of St Luke, St Cosmas & St Damian)

& Check your email

doctor.catholic.org.hk

http://www.facebook.com/groups/7603840489
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