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Words from Master

EventsEventsNew Year Gathering
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At the end of the council year 2010-2011, there are a number of events that deeply impress me 
and enlighten my thought. Our old friend Dr. Emmanuel Chang passed away at the end of March 
in Hong Kong. He was one of the senior members that fully committed himself to the Guild since 
he was a medical student. In a lunch meeting with Emmanuel in 2009, he told me a lot of past 
history of the Guild and he helped me to identify many deceased members in old photos. It was 
unbelievable that he could recognize most of the old faces in black and white photos. Emmanuel 
was a very good model for us to learn. 

thDiocesan Commission for Hospital Pastoral Care has celebrated her 20  anniversary in April. It 
thstimulated my thought on the celebration of the 60  anniversary of the Guild in 2013. The 

question “What are we celebrating for?” asked by Fr. Russell years ago is always my reflection 
on the meaning of the existence of the Guild. We are not celebrating for the survival of 60 years, 
nor an excuse to organize a banquet dinner or a show. It is a good time to reflect on the vocation of 
the Guild. How good or how bad are we doing in the past years? What are we going to do in future 
to practise the vocation of the Guild? Here I suggest we make next council year (2011) as the year 
of preparation. In 2012 a series of monthly activities will roll out to uphold our vocation in order 

thto celebrate our 60  anniversary. The AGM in 2013 will conclude the events and make the Guild 
ready to move forward to another 60 years. Obviously we need your support to achieve our goal. 
“One dream, one world”. I hope all members in the same faith have the same dream on the Guild.

It was nearly a year after the Guild registered under company ordinance. We are now fighting for 
the recognition as a charity organization. If we succeed, it will be much convenient to raise fund 
for future local and overseas charity work. Do pray for us. 

13.2.2011

This year, we had our gathering at Ricci Hall. 
Special courtesy to Fr. Robert Ng, our Spiritual Director,
to let us celebrate this happy event here.
We first had a mass at Ricci Chapel. 

We then had hot pot , bowl dishes and fried food
at the common hall of Ricci.
Around 40 members including their families joined.
Thank God for granting us this wonderful time.

Michael Poon



EventsEventsCareer TalkCareer Talk

We had a successful Career Talk on Jan 23 ,2011 
at QEH.Although only 3 Catholic interns attended, 
we had many CU/HKU med3-5 students coming. 
We chatted from 12noon to 3:45pm and needed to 
cut short because we were running out of time.
 
We had lots of doctors sharing too! See the 
pictures!
We shared on life of different specialties. Then we 
had small group discussion between interns and 
graduates in that specialties. 

http://www.facebook.com/album.php?aid=609190
&id=625815031&l=11544e4e57

Ambrose Leung

Annual RetreatAnnual Retreat
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Our Annual retreat was held on 2nd & 3nd April, 2011
at MaryKnoll Father House, Stanley.
This year we had the honour to have Father Lam Cho Ming to be our spiritual guide.

痛苦中的救恩

這次退省中,林神父喚醒了我當醫生的召叫。

當了醫生好幾年, 因為社會的不公義, 病人的怨氣, 上司和

考試的壓力, 讓人漸漸麻木, 也一天比一天提不起勁。

神父在退省中, 讓我們重新體驗基督替病人治病的奇蹟, 也

提醒我們, 被治癒就是救恩, 是天國臨近的標記。

從體驗基督的痛苦, 我們深思了自身的痛苦, 也黙想了病人

的痛苦。

雖然日常的工作真的繁重, 卻也是我們的使命和恩賜。

我們也把自己交托給主, 讓衪的救恩在我們身上成就吧。 

Florence Mok



Our Calling
Luke 10:1
此後，主另外選定了七十二人，派遣他們兩個兩個地在
他前面，到他自己將要去的各城各地去。…你們去罷！
看，我派遣你們猶如羔羊往狼群中。…要醫治城中的病
人，並給他們說：天主的國已經臨近你們了。
 
Jesus sent out 72 followers to different cities. They should 
be like lambs walking into a gang of wolves. We must have  
come across different types of fierce people and 
difficulties. What did  we do? We are called to `Cure those 
in it who are sick, and say, "The kingdom of God is very 
near to you.`. We are like these 72 people sent out by 
Jesus to heal and spread the good news. Sometimes we 
face difficulties, in our examination, in our system, 
towards  our patients and relatives etc, like lambs  sent to 
wolves. This is our calling.
 
Glorify God
John 13:31
猶達斯出去以後，耶穌就說：「現在人子受到了光榮，
天主也在人子身上受到了光榮。天主既然在人子身上得
到了光榮，天主也要在自己內使人子得到光榮，並且立
時就要光榮他。
John 17:1
耶穌講完了這些話，便舉目向天說：「父啊！時辰來到
了，求你光榮你的子，好叫子也光榮你：
Jesus glorifies God throughout His life. But after Last 
Supper, Jesus said He was  glorifying God. We learn that 
suffering is very important way to glorify our God.  May 
our suffering in our studies or work be a way to glorify  our 
Lord.

Ambrose Leung

First, I would like to draw your attention to the Blog of the Diocesan Bioethics Committee, on which 
regular entries will be provided by Michael Poon, myself, Frs Dominic Lui and Joseph Tham. The blog 
is in Chinese as it is for a wider readership, and the URL is  . I 
am also trying to tackle some of the issues that arise day by day and I hope the other regular 
contributors as well as other members of the Diocesan Bioethics Committee will help in this aspect.

It was reported that at the end of last year, the HA applied to the Courts for authorization to kill a 
foetus over 24 weeks gestation suffering from thalassaemia major. The foetus was not expected to 
survive after birth but as it could affect the other normal twin as well as the health of the mother, 
the doctors advised foeticide. This was granted by the Courts and the doctors injected a drug to stop 
the baby's heart, but would leave it in situ to be extracted after the birth of the normal twin. It was 
reported that a certain O&G doctor claimed that no ethical problem exists because the baby would 
not survive anyway.

http://catholic-bioethics.blogspot.com/

Peter AuYeung
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Peter AuYeung
But is this so? It is not acceptable (nor lawful) to kill a dying terminal patient. The current consensus 
in Hong Kong is still not in favour of euthanasia or physician-assisted suicide. But then the diseased 
foetus is more than merely dying; it can affect the health and safety of both the other twin as well as 
the mother. However, does the principle of intervening to prevent harm to others (ie sibling and 
mother) mandate its immediate killing? If we're talking about a gunman with his weapon pointed at 
another and threatening to shoot, getting a sniper to shoot and kill him might not be an 
unreasonable way to save the innocent bystander, especially if there are no other options available. 
But it is nothing like this in the present case. The diseased foetus would cause the mother to suffer 
from hypertension, increasing her risk of heart failure and stroke etc as well as causing growth 
retardation of the other twin. The kind of threatened harm as well as the time scale is different from 
the gunman scenario and more options for intervention can be explored. Besides, it is not as if the 
maternal hypertension is not amenable to treatment. As for affecting the growth of another foetus, 
the presence of any foetus in a multiple pregnancy is bound to reduce the birth weight of the 
other(s). Therefore it does not seem that the justification for foeticide is beyond question.

Suppose the worse case scenario were to happen and mother and sibling suffered harm and the 
diseased foetus died in utero. Healthcare workers might be accused of sacrificing medicine on the 
altar of religion. Those who make such accusations forget that until the last forty years or so, 
medicine never considered direct killing in order to preserve the health of another an option worthy 
of consideration. Rather it was the antithesis of all that medicine had stood for. With the 
decriminalization of abortion, the resultant paradigm shift has led people to think that failure to kill 
another is bad medicine. It is this insidious brain-washing that has allowed the law on Abortion to 
legitimize disability discrimination by death in the name of compassion. Subsection 1b of Section 
47A of “Offences against the Person Ordinance” (Cap 212) decriminalizes medical abortions when 
“there is a substantial risk that if the child were born, it would suffer from such physical or mental 
abnormality as to be seriously handicapped”. Even if this does not contradict the letter of the Law of 
the “Disability Discrimination Ordinance” (Cap 487), surely it must be against its spirit.

The commandment “Thou shalt not kill” remains as relevant in today's world as it was in the days of 
Moses. Just because the victim is unseen does not mean that we should not care about the injustice 
of its death. The pro-life movement continues its resistance against social abortions and abortions 
of convenience. Yet for abortions for medical reasons, they remain powerless to act. Taking abortion 
as the direct termination of the life of an unborn child, I cannot see any justification for a true 
abortion on medical grounds. Abortion on the grounds of disability is the ultimate form of disability 
discrimination, against which we should also enlist disability advocates in our fight. When we have 
cases in which the continuance of a pregnancy might actually have a negative impact on mother (+/- 
other foetus), we must insist that killing is not the answer. We must try our best to ameliorate the 
threat to the health of others via the conscientious application of our medical knowledge. Although 
we will not kill the problem foetus, we have no need to choose a less optimal treatment to reduce 
the chance of harming it, especially when the chances of postnatal survival are minimal. If we should 
find ourselves and/or our patients, friends, relatives etc in such a situation, may I recommend that 
you seek the intercession of St Gianna. St Gianna Beretta Molla was a paediatrician, who choose to 
continue a dangerous pregnancy rather than having an operation which would kill the baby. She died 
a week after her child was born. St Gianna was canonized in 2004. That child, Gianna Emanuela, has 
followed her mother's footsteps and became a doctor, specializing in geriatrics. St Gianna, pray for 
us!
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Members’ CornerMembers’ Corner
In Memory of Dr Emmanuel Chang

1929-2011

Dr Emmanuel Chang, one of the last survivors from the inauguration of 
thour Guild in 1953 passed away peacefully on 24  March 2011; he was 

th81. Born in the Seychelles on 4  November, 1929, he was educated by 
the Marist brothers, who instilled in him a love for Christ. As Dr Vincent 
Tse recounted in the eulogy at his Funeral, he encountered family 
opposition when he expressed his wish to be baptised, so he did what 
the brothers told him to do, pray the Rosary. His family moved to Hong 
Kong in 1947 and he subsequently entered Medical School at Hong 
Kong University and lived in Ricci Hall. His dedication to the Rosary paid 
off and he was baptised together with the rest of his family (all ten 
people) in 1949. Whilst at Ricci, a few doctors were planning with Fr 
Cronin to set up the Guild of St Luke here in Hong Kong. Emmanuel lent 
a helping hand and was there at the inauguration of the Guild in 1953. 
Graduating the next year, he spent a few years in QMH, Tsan Yuk and 
Tung Wah hospital before entering General Practise in North Point. He 
also served at St. Paul's Hospital till he retired to Toronto in 2001.

But God did not merely call Emmanuel just to be a doctor tending to the sick, He wanted 
Emmanuel to live his faith as a good Christian doctor in the model of Christus Medicus and 
Emmanuel responded with enthusiasm. Apart from his busy medical practise, he was very active 
in a number of medical societies. His role in the founding of our Guild has already been 
mentioned. In fact a couple of years ago, Emmanuel helped us put names to most of the faces in 
the inauguration photo of the Guild, something for which we the Guild will be eternally grateful. 
He had always taken an active part in Guild affairs and was Master from 1976 to 1979. Even in the 
1990s he would often be found at Guild activities, supporting the Guild and sharing with the 
young doctors his knowledge and wisdom. Internationally our HK Guild is often praised for the 
vitality of our youthful members, especially our Council and Officer Bearers. I suppose Emmanuel 
was part of this trend, helping to establish the Guild whilst still a medical student. Last year the 
World Federation of Catholic Medical Associations (FIAMC) held its Congress in Lourdes. I was told 
Emmanuel might be interested and I contacted him to try and make arrangements. However it was 
not to be. What a Hong Kong delegation it would have been, to have included a founder as well as 
a senior medical student in its midst.

Emmanuel was also active in both the Hong Kong Medical Association (HKMA) and the Hong Kong 
College of General Practitioners (HKCGP, now the Hong Kong College of Family Physicians). He was 
the Honorary Treasurer of the HKMA for two stints, from 1970-1974 and from 1976 and 1980, also 
helping as a Council Member in 1974-1976. It was during this time that the HKMA actively 
explored the possibility of setting up a College of General Practitioners, and Emmanuel (who was 
Treasurer of the working group) together with a number of medical luminaries of the time 
including our very own Sr Aquinas (who was Secretary) played a very active part in this process. In 
February 1976, he led a delegation to Australia and New Zealand and gathered information about 
the way the RACGP worked as well as about their Family Medicine Programme. After helping 
setting up the HKCGP, Emmanuel continued as its founding treasurer from 1977 to 1986. The 
founding of this College set in motion a process that culminated in the establishment of the Hong 
Kong Academy of Medicine and with it specialist registration, hence Emmanuel was one of the 
lesser known and definitely unsung heroes in the local medical establishment.
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Emmanuel was taken ill suddenly a few weeks ago and was found to be suffering from terminal 
cancer. He came back to Hong Kong to spend his last days amongst friends and passed away 

thpeacefully in his sleep surrounded by his family on the morning of 24  March 2011. Predeceased by 
one of his sons, he is survived by his wife, Elizabeth, two sons, a daughter and six grandchildren.

Post-script: some personal reminiscences

As I said in the eulogy at his Requiem Mass, I feel very privileged to have been a friend of Dr 
Emmanuel Chang. Although I first met him only 17 or so years ago at my first Guild meeting in Hong 
Kong, he was a good friend of my late father and I remember his name mentioned at home. 
Emmanuel was always very sharp, even right up to the end. I remembered clearly how having told 
him my name on our first encounter, he asked me, “Are you Au-Yeung Man Kai's son?” - to which I 
answered in the affirmative. “You look very like your father.” When a group of us from the Guild 
visited him in QMH in his last illness, he recognized Rebecca and myself, and remembered even the 
former's speciality (oncology).

To research for this piece as well as for the eulogy, I had Googled Emmanuel's name. The results 
were enlightening. First there were documents bearing my late father's name in cyberspace though 

thhe passed away 21 years ago. Next, the HKMA's 90  Anniversary Publication contained two pieces 
by their former Presidents, Drs Christina Chow and George Choa (both also our Past Masters), which 
listed Emmanuel as being an Executive Committee member. There were name of other people I 
know and I phoned them for a chat. As I was asking them to remember things well over 30 years ago, 
they were not able to give me much detail but Emmanuel was fondly remembered. When I finally 
spoke to Mrs Yvonne Leung, the Chief Executive of the HKMA, I found a friend of Emmanuel's who 
has known him well and worked with him especially in the founding of the HKCGP. She was able to 
give me information about the latter, even more than Dr Stephen Foo can supply from the offices of 
the HKCFP. It was the 1976 trip that Emmanuel organized that caught my interest. I knew my father 
had gone to Australia the month after he took me to school in England. May be Emmanuel and my 
father talked about Epsom College, for in the next year, Emmanuel's eldest son came and we got to 
be good friends at school (though I only realized I knew his son only 18 months ago!).

The Guild was well represented at the Vigil and the Requiem especially by Past Masters and senior 
members. Dr Foo remarked that few of the Council members of either the HKMA or the HKCFP 
would have known Emmanuel. It's different with the Guild, apart from 3 Past Masters, there was a 
young Council member in the delegation that visited him a few days before he died. Vincent Tse and 
I gave the eulogy at the Vigil and Requiem Mass respectively. There were a lot of post-2000 medical 
graduates in the Requiem Mass the Guild held for him at Ricci Hall. In fact 3 out of the 5 members of 
the group that went to FIAMC in Lourdes last year was present to bid our own farewell to him. 
Emmanuel you have now left the toils of this world for a better place; requiescat in pace!

RequiemMass for 
Dr Emmanuel Chang
3rd April, 2011
Ricci Chapel

Peter AuYeung
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Members’ CornerMembers’ Corner

Dr. Florence Mok & Dr Kenneth Li

were married, with all loved’s blessings,

at St Francis of Assisi ’s Church, Shekkipmei

on 5th March, 2011.

Coming Events...Coming Events...
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Graduation Mass  
    Date:  19/6/2011
    Venue: Ricci Hall
    Time: 3 pm
    Principle Celebrant: Fr Robert Ng

58th Annual General Meeting  
    Date: 24/6/2011
    Venue: Caritas Restaurant
    Time: 6:30pm
    Guest of Honour: Fr Fernado
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