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Message from the Master 
 

As I write this message to you, the Guild has already started preparations for the upcoming Congress 

of the Asian Federation of Catholic Medical Associations (AFCMA), to be held at the Hong Kong 

Academy of Medicine on 27-30 November 2008. This is a tremendous honour for us as well as a large 

scale commitment on our part. I hope all of you members will be able to take some part in this event. 

 

The theme of the Congress will be “Human Dignity in Modern Medicine”. Much of current bioethical 

concerns boil down to the worth and the dignity of human life. Another aspect of this theme will also 

encompass holistic caring, the preservation of human dignity at the end of life via good palliative care 

and hospices ... etc. In the months ahead, we will be contacting bioethicists, palliative care experts and 

others both from Asian countries and from afar to invite them to take part in the Congress. There will 

also be plenty else to organize, from the liturgies to tea and meals; leaflets, abstract book to transport 

etc. to make sure that the Congress will go as smooth as clockwork during those few days at the end 

of November next year. 
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Another of the tasks facing us is to raise money for the Congress. The member organizations which make 

up the AFCMA come from countries of varying degrees of affluence or poverty. To make the Congress 

accessible to as many Catholic doctors in the region as possible, we would try to limit the fees they would 

have to pay to attend the Congress. That means that the expenses would not be met by fees alone. We 

will try and seek sponsorship from drug and equipment manufacturers, whose product lines will not 

conflict with our moral principles. But we will also have to raise monies from members and friends to 

fund this Congress. 

 

Since the 1988 Congress in Nagasaki, the AFCMA has been soliciting monies from the richer member 

organizations to fund scholarships to enable some doctors from the poorer countries to attend. One of the 

targets has been to get at least one participant from every country where there are member organizations. 

We will endeavour to continue in this tradition in the coming Congress. 

 

However, being part of the People’s Republic of China, in which around a quarter of the world’s 

population lives, one of our special tasks is to try and seek out Catholic doctors on the mainland and try 

and get them to come and participate. This would be our own very mission of evangelisation. You may 

recall in the newsletter of June 2006 where I reported on the FIAMC Congress in Barcelona, I actually met 

a nun from Xian, who was on elective attachment in paediatrics in Rome. That was how she heard about 

the Barcelona Congress and ended up attending. We will need to make a special effort to contact Catholic 

doctors on the mainland and invite them to the Congress. We will also try and raise funds to sponsor 

scholarships to enable them to come. I hope as many of you as possible can contribute to this. 

 

I also went to attend the World Day of the Sick in Seoul just before the Chinese New Year and met John 

Lee (FIAMC Vice-President) and Kwang-ho Meng (AFCMA President) there. It was also truly inspiring 

to see the strength of the Catholic Church there, but perhaps what is less well known was how 

Catholicism got to Korea. It was unique in that the Korean Church was founded entirely by laypeople. 

Koreans had got hold of Chinese literature on the faith and some good and wise men gathered to study it. 

There was an era of pseudo-priesthood where there men formed a “Church” of sorts and started to 

follow the faith. St. Andrew Kim was sent to Macau to study in the seminary and became Korea’s first 

ordained priest and returned to Korea to evangelize. He was soon caught and martyred. There is a big 

shrine on the banks of the Han River in Seoul for the Korean martyrs called Jeoldusan (literally 「切頭山」

as it was engraved on a stone at the memorial). It was estimated that over 2000 Catholics were beheaded 

there during various persecutions and it is the sacrifice of these martyrs which secured the foundations of 

the Korean Catholic Church. 

 
Peter Au-Yeung 
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The Asian Federation of Catholic Medical Associations (AFCMA) 
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Michael Poon     

The Asian Federation of Catholic Medical 

Associations (AFCMA) is one of 4 Regional 

Organizations (Asia, America, Europe, and Africa) 

of the International Federation of Catholic Medical 

Associations (FIAMC). Idea of forming the AFCMA 

was brought up at the 8th Congress of the FIAMC 

held in Brussel in 1958 among three Asian 

participants, Dr. Alimuring of Philippines, Dr. 

Anno of Japan, and Dr. Dung of Vietnam. The first 

AFCMA Congress was held in Manila in 1960. 

Hong Kong had the privilage to hold the 6th 

Congress in 1976. Led by Sr. Mary Gabriel and 

supported by Cardinal Wu, The 6th AFCMA 

Congress was successfully held at the Cathedral 

and Caritas Restaurant. You may recognize some 

familiar faces in the photos. Dr. Diana Siu, the 

secretary of the organizing committee, Dr. Vincent 

Tse, Fr. Cronin, Dr. Emmanual Chang contributed a 

lot to the congress and the Guild.  

 

 

 

In 2008, we have the chance to repeat the story, the 

excitement and the unity of catholic doctors in 

Hong Kong. We are pleased to announce that the 

14th AFCMA Congress will be held in Hong Kong 

from 27 to 30 November 2008. Yes, 2008, the year of 

Olympus in Beijing, and the 55th Anniversary of the 

Guild of St. Luke, St. Cosmas and St. Damian Hong 

Kong, is a year filling with major events of the 

Guild. The topic of the Congress is “Human 

Dignity in Modern Medicine”. We need your 

participation and your support! If you are 

interested in organizing such memorable event, 

please contact the Guild at any time. Our email is 

hk_guild@pacific.net.hk 

 

 



Pilgrimage 2007   Edmond Chan 

 

Isn’t it a meaningful day? Having our members 

together, with their family, visiting the churches, 

taking a delicious meal! What’s more? We went to the 

Yim Tin Tsai, a remote Island reflecting the early days 

of the Church in Hong Kong. 
 

At first we thought it was just a “pilot activity” 

because we have never had similar activity before. 

We were afraid of inadequacy of participants. With 

God’s blessing, we had nearly 70 of our members and 

their family joining the trip.  

 

The Pilgrimage started with a Holy Mass in Sai Kung Sacred Heart Church. 

Though it is not a big grand Church as the Cathedral, it is certainly the heart of all 

the Catholics in Sai Kung. We also started to understand the meanings behind the 

simplicity of decoration, the history and also the lives of people in their Church. 

 

After a delicious seafood lunch, we continued our journey towards Yim Tin Tsai. 

We took a boat to the Island and started our exploration. We were fortunate that 

volunteer workers from the Church agreed to lead the tour. We tried hard to 

understand the history, had fresh air and fun together.  

 

 

After the exploration of Island, we came to peak our Pilgrimage. We have 

invited Anna (the Chief Architect in charge of the reconstruction work of 

the Church in Yim Tin Tsai) to give us a talk. She kindly agreed to 

introduce the Architectural aspect of the Church Reconstruction project. 

The Pilgrimage ended with a short boat trip back to Sai Kung. We sang on 

the boat while watching the sunset. How romantic it is! 

 

 

 

I once heard that Pilgrimage has two meanings. It is a 

journey to a sacred place. It helps us get closer to God. 

Pilgrimage also means a course of life on earth. We are also 

doing a Pilgrimage every day! Can we also see God in our 

every day lives?  
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New Year Gathering    4th March 2007 

 
 

     Jane Lau       
 

This year’s Chinese 

New Year Gathering 

was held on the 4th 

March, 2007, coinciding 

with the well-known 

Standard Chartered 

Marathon. We were 

excited and more than thrilled to welcome back 

Father Stephen Chow from Boston who was our 

celebrant for the Chinese New Year’s mass.  Father 

Chow brought in his usual ‘medic cell’ styled 

sharing during his Homily, which was 

enthusiastically joined in by our Guild members, 

medic cell youngsters and graduates alike. 
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May of us have all gone through the unknowns of 

pre-MO internship period when job-seeking was 

openly and un-openly undergoing. During the 

sharing, our interns shared their worries and 

sorrows with us. We are fortunate and blessed 

indeed, that we have Guild members working in 

almost all specialties who gave our young ones 

support and counseling. Most importantly, God 

was with us. 

 

An interesting phenomenon about this year’s 

gathering, as sharply pin-pointed out by some of 

our frequent comers, was that there were a handful 

of pregnant members/wives of members last year, 

who gave birth and we had a lot more cute little 

beings this year. We had more than half a dozen 

potential little Guild members joyfully enjoying 

themselves both during the mass and afterwards, 

with the dads and moms chasing after them like 

running marathons. (and luckily had not broken 

down) 

 

All in all we had a great time, as reflected by our 

cheerful looks in the photo. Thanks again Father 

Chow for your invaluable time to be with us. Nice 

to have you back!! 
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    Florence Mok Siu Ting     
 

It was a nice experience to have the Palm Sunday Retreat 

with the lead by Father Stephen Chow, and together with 

our Catholic doctors varying from age 20-80. 

 

We started at 8:45am to attend the mass in St Ignatius 

Chapel, Wah Yan College, Kowloon. Everybody looked 

very energetic though it was early in the morning. We 

were reminded by Father Chow to be conscious with 

everything we did within this Holy Week. 

 

After the mass, Father Chow led us to the ‘glass room’ of 

WYK. The theme of the retreat was ‘Suffering’. Yet, we 

started with the word ‘Choice’. Before any spiritual 

exercise, we read a passage derived from the core idea of 

St Ignatius’s spirituality. ‘In everyday life, we must hold 

ourselves in balance before all created gifts in so far as we 

have a CHOICE and are not bound by some 

responsibility.’ 

 

Then, we had film sharing, reminding us the freedom of 

human, so as to achieve a closer relationship with God. 

We also came across a TV programme describing the 

work and sacrifice of Dr Tse Yuen Man, which refreshed 

our ambition, and strengthened our love towards our 

patients. 

 

Our retreat ended with the sharing among our Catholic 

doctors. 

 

One bring home message: Suffering is painful, yet 

depends on how you view it. 

 

It is your chance to feel in the coming ‘Palm Sunday 

Retreat’. 

 

Medic Cell is back!  

Joseph Chung       

 

 

 

I am sure that every guild member cherished the time we spent 

in medic cell during our medical school life. This faith group 

accompanied us to go through the harsh ‘dark ages’. During 

this five-year curriculum, we met our brothers and sisters 



every Thursday at Pauline Chan music room. In the cell gathering, we shared our every small piece of life, both spiritual 

and academic. We prayed to God by songs or Taize, visited to FYKH/ DKCH, organized camping or retreat and even 

studied together till midnight……….. 
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After graduation, the situation has distorted. We are all tired with our clinical works, and most of us (at least me) 

sometimes lost our kindness to patients, spiritual support and even dreams to be a doctor, to serve the needed and 

spread the good news of God. Squeezing a moment back to Sassoon Road on Thursday is knotty and it directed me to 

the trough of my religious life. 

 

Fortunately, this desire has driven me and other cellmates to form the NEW medic cell. Similar to the past, we share our 

faith, our works, our life to everyone and the cell becomes an integral part of our spiritual life again. Besides, we invited 

our old friend, Fr Stephen Chow S.J. to join us as well. We have already had regular meetings for 3 times since January! If 

you are interested, come every last Wednesday of the month at 7:30pm. We will gather at Ricci Hall. See you there next 

time! 

 

 

 
SUPPORT SCHEME FOR THE MEDICAL AND HEALTH CARE OF THE CLERGY 
               Rebecca Yeung 

 

This is a programme of the Hong Kong Catholic Diocese, supported by the Guild of St. Luke and the Catholic 

Nurses’Guild.  The objective is to promote the health care of the priests and religious.  Under this scheme, every 

parish has a medical team providing health support and general medical advice to the clergy working there.  

 

Apart form this, there is a network of private clinics and specialists providing medical consultation when need arises.  

There is also a group of paramedics providing advice and care. 

 

Besides the parishes, the support scheme is extending its service to the religious communities.  At present, there are 

no designated teams for various communities yet.  A referral network service is being instituted instead.  Dr 

Vincent Tse is coordinating for this service.  

 

Recently, with the support by a group of enthusiastic Catholic dentists, dental service was introduced as well.  An 

Oral Health Day was held on the 27th October 2006.  

 

A website providing health information and news for the clergy and religious was launched last year. 

(www.healthnews.catholic.org.hk.) You can look at the website and have more information on the services provided.   

 

If you want to know more about this scheme or are interested in becoming a volunteer doctor to serve this support 

scheme, please contact Rebecca Yeung (yeungmwr@gmail.com).  

 

http://www.healthnews.catholic.org.hk/
mailto:yeungmwr@gmail.com
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COMING EVENT COMING EVENT 

  
54th AGM54th AGM 
  

Date: 22 June 2007 Friday 
Venue: Caritas Restaurant 
Time : 6:30pm – 9:30pm 
Guest of Honour:  Ms Audrey EU, SC, JP  (余若薇議員, SC, JP) 

  
You are most welcome to join!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

http://zh.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=%E8%B3%87%E6%B7%B1%E5%A4%A7%E5%BE%8B%E5%B8%AB&variant=zh-hk
http://doctor.catholic.org.hk/
mailto:hk_guild@pacific.net.hk

