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EDITORIAL 
In this issue of newsletter, Fr. Ciaran Kane shares 
his memories of the late Prof Gerald Choa. For 
those who are familiar with Prof Choa, other 
memorable stories may echo deep in their hearts; for 
those who do not have a chance to know him 
personally, especially our young members,  these 
sharings  help us to learn more about this senior 
member, who is so well remembered and respected 

y many. 

concise summary of the various aspects 
elated to this topic.  

 
thanksgiving. Hope to see you at our AGM this year.
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Gene therapy is an issue much discussed 
nowadays. In the Ethics Corner, Francis Mok has 
given us a 
r
 
Every year in June, we are reminded by this 
seasonal clock that it is time for summer vacation. 
More than that, it is also a season for the Annual 
General Meeting of our guild, a time for reunion and
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Jockey Club 
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Mrs Anson Chan, Former Chief 
Secretary of Administration, HKSAR 
 

COME AND SUPPORT US! 
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MEMORIES OF PROF. GERALD CHOA  
 
22 February 2002 
 
Dr Albert Lee 
Master, Guild of St Luke, Ss Cosmas & Damian 
 
 
Dear Dr Lee, 
 
I am very glad that a rare free Sunday morning on this past 20th January allowed me to take 
part in the memorial Mass at Wah Yan College HK for the late Dr Gerald Choa. 
 
I much appreciated the tributes paid to Dr Choa on the occasion by his medical colleagues, 
former students and friends.  My own memories of him are of a more personal nature, and I 
don’t know if they may be of any interest to anyone.  But they cover a period in his life when 
he was much in the public eye, and may serve as a counterpoint to the public man of the time.  
[Please be free to share or quote from any of the following with members of the Guild, or in 
any projected printed memorial of his life and work. 
 
When Dr Choa came to The Chinese University of Hong Kong to set up and inaugurate the 
school of medicine there, I was the unofficial ‘pastor’ of the Catholic community at the 
university,  as director of  the Adam Schall student hall of residence at United College,  in 
which we had a small chapel.  Even before he arrived, I’d been told (I think by Fr Fergus 
Cronin) that Dr Choa had already been asking about the availability of Mass on or near the 
campus and whether there was an English Mass on Sundays or weekdays.  Though he 
preferred Mass in English, during all his years at Chinese University he regularly attended the 
earlier Sunday Mass in Chinese because, he said, the English one (at 9:30 am) was too late 
for him.  It must have been one of the most busy periods of Dr Choa’s life,  yet not long 
after his arrival he also actively involved himself with setting up a Catholic Staff Association in 
the university,  and acted as its chairman when it was established. 
 
Though I was neither an academic nor administrative staff, Dr Choa made a point of inviting 
me to sit on panels assessing the conversational English comprehension proficiency of the 
early prospective candidates for the new medical school --- controversially at the time, he 
insisted on higher English standard for them. 
 
My most personal memory of Dr Choa, however, is that he saved my life!  It is something for 
which I remain most deeply grateful to him. And it came about because busy as he was, he 
made a practice of regularly serving humbly in the University Health Centre (as well as in at 
least one other clinic, at Ta Kwu Ling).  That was how I met him one day as he was leaving 
the Health Centre.  He was not my doctor, but through conversations after Sunday Mass he 
knew I’d been unwell for a number of weeks and had been taking various tests, without result.  
When he saw me that day, he called me to come back to his room, did a test and then 
arranged for me to go immediately to take a lab. test in Kowloon.  Next morning I was taken 
to hospital and Dr Choa arranged his own specialist to take care of me.  After a few critical 
days, their tentative diagnosis proved correct and the interim treatment the right one.  
Visiting some time later, Dr Choa remarked that I’d been fortunate not to fall into the hands of 
a surgeon! 
 
A few years later, I was hospitalised again with an unusual ailment, and Dr Choa took time to 
come visit me together with the university specialist who'd diagnosed my case. He was very 
reassuring and supportive, but also showed the rather impish mysterious humour he could 
display in his relaxed moods,  telling me names of prominent people who’d suffered from the 
same syndrome I had,  that he’d known of only three other cases like mine in Hong Kong 
and that one of them was someone I knew……but of course he couldn’t say who! 
 
Sometimes after Sunday morning Mass, particularly if it was raining, Dr Choa would stay to 
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chat with fellow-worshippers, including students.  At one period he got to know a couple of 
student residents, one of whom had been a nurse before coming to university.  They would 
often catch hold of him for a chat, and on one particularly wet Sunday morning began to quiz 
him about his faith and wanted to  know  when and why he’d become a Catholic (one of 
them was herself a quite new Catholic).  He had an attentive small audience in the hostel 
hallway as he told the story of the day Japanese forces attacked and bombed Hong Kong, 8th 
December 1941.  He was a student at Ricci Hall at the time, and taking instruction in the 
Catholic faith.  Hearing the bombing, he went straight to the Warden’s office and asked to be 
baptised immediately, and the Warden (whose name I can’t immediately recall) obliged.   
Later the same day he left Hong Kong, to make his way into free China where he continued 
and completed his medical studies. 
 
After that former nurse had graduated from CUHK, she kept in touch with Dr Choa, as she 
had continuing health problems.   He told me she had got married.   Then, some time later, 
he told me one Sunday morning that she had died after an asthma attack.  Her husband had 
brought her to a hospital emergency, and then contacted Dr Choa.  But there was nothing he 
could do.  Dr Choa was very helpful and supportive of the distraught husband, and they 
became firm friends.  The husband later applied to join the Jesuit Order and was accepted, 
and was ordained priest in September 2000.  He is Fr George Yeung, now at HK Wah Yan 
College, and his close friendship with Dr Choa continued till Dr Choa’s recent death.  
Although I knew they were good friends, had met them together, and Dr Choa had invited 
George and me to dinner with him, and of course I knew that George was a widower, it was 
only at a chance encounter with Dr Choa in a bookshop a few years ago that I learned who 
George’s wife had been…and who was the husband of that former student. 
 
These are just a few memories of Dr Choa which I’m glad of the opportunity to set down on 
paper ----- they may or may not be of interest to anyone, but I’d like to thank you for your 
kindness in reading thus far, and for the occasion of taking part in that memorial Mass and 
being moved to set these down. 
 
If I may, I would like to write to you further, in your capacity as Master of the Guild, on another 
matter altogether, but possibly also connected with remembering Dr Choa.  I shall do so 
under separate cover. 
 
With my thanks and best wishes,  
 
Ciaran F.Kane S.J. 
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BIOETHICS NEWS 
 

MULTI-DISCIPLINARY MEETING ON SUICIDE            - Peter Tsoi 
 

K ung Kao Po invited some helping 
professionals to a meeting on 24 April 2002 
to discuss the increasing incidence of 

suicide and family tragedies in Hong Kong.   It 
was a Wednesday evening, and the taxi stand at 
Admiralty had an unusual long queue.  I took the 
MTR to Central, where I walked up to Caine Road 
for the first time, though I have walked down 
many times before.  I was panting and sweating 
when I arrived at the meeting, late.  All seats 
were filled in the meeting room; among the 
participants were Bishop Chan, Father Louis Ha, 
Dr. Robert Yuen, social workers, psychologists 
and school principals.  

It was a brainstorming session; views were freely 
expressed, and work being done currently 
explained by different disciplines.  There was 
much concern over increasing number of suicide 
of youngsters.  Some opined on how to educate 
youngsters and help them develop more positive 
attitudes towards life.  As a psychiatrist, I 
informed the meeting that depression is usually 
the cause of suicide, and the incidence of 
depression (both in adults and children) is 
increasing worldwide.  Some studies have shown 
that as much as five percent of adolescent has 
depression.  Early detection and treatment of 

depression is important in prevention of 
suicide.  As depression in children and youth 
often present as behavioural and academic 
problems in school, teachers should be trained to 
detect these cases.  

All the participants agreed that, due to the present 
economical downturn, many families and 
individuals would be under tremendous stress, 
and that this is the time to work particularly hard 
to find and offer help to those in need.  There 
were meaningful discussions on how to 
coordinate the work of different disciplines so that 
services can be delivered more effectively.  
In the meeting, I learnt about the hard work of the 
other professionals.  I felt like being in a team 
and it was a great feeling.  I guess the others 
probably felt the same way.  Time flew in the 
meeting, which lasted almost three hours.  I 
stayed for some sandwiches and found them 
especially delicious.  I went home in a good 
mood, and I slept exceptionally well that 
night.  Was it because of the exercise walking up 
to Caine Road?  Or was it the sharing in the 
meeting?  To find out, I will have to walk up Caine 
Road again not for any meeting.  I will tell you the 
result some other time.

 
 

 

DIOCESAN COMMITTEE TO ADVISE ON CHILD 
PROTECTION  
 
The disclosure of some priests' involvement in child molestation cases has 
prompted Hong Kong diocese to take action. Diocesan authorities will form an 
interdisciplinary committee to promote greater awareness and prevention of sexual 
abuse of minors. A few of our guild members, who are psychiatrists and 
paediatricians, are invited to join the committee. Other members include social 
workers, educators and lawyers. 
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COUNCIL NEWS 
 
 
PALM SUNDAY RETREAT 
 

O ur annual retreat was held on 24th 
March at Wah Yan College Hong 
Kong.  Fr. George Yeung from the 

Society of Jesus was our retreat master.  
About 15 members joined the retreat.  Fr. 
Yeung led us to think about God’s will in our 
daily lives.  To think about God’s will and to 
feel the presence of God everyday can bring 
us close to God.  Eventually we know and 
we really feel the meaning of our life – Thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 
Reported by Michael  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

APPE
 

C MAC (Catholic Marriage Advisor
education to couples in Catholic ter
doctors (Catholic ones) to help givin

I have been doing this job for several yea
2 -3 months. All materials (in powerpoint f
study them once and go for it. Please se
brothers and sisters to prepare for a bette
for those who are interested, just let me kn
briefing. 

 
In Christ, 
Francis Mok 
(mokck@ha.org.hk) 

 
 

 

AL for Volunteers  

y Council) has been providing pre-marital 
ms for decades. They are in need of volunteer 
g lectures on "Sexuality and family planning". 

rs. It is just giving an one-hour talk once every 
orm/slide form) are available and you can just 
e this as an opportunity to help our Catholic 

r marriage life. Please spread this request and 
ow and I will ask CMAC to call you for further 

 

5 



ETHICS CORNER 
 
 
GENE THERAPY   Mok CK Francis 
 
 

T he following is a synopsis of the book “Gene 
Therapy and Human Genetic Engineering” 
by Helen Watt, Catholic Truth Society 2001.  

 
Gene manipulation, in the name of therapy, has 
aroused a lot of controversy and opposition from 
our Church. Although Catholic teaching towards 
genetic engineering is not from infallible doctrines, 
it is from a number of important statements 
announced by the popes (especially John Paul II) 
which reflect infallible 
teaching on respect for 
human life and human dignity. 
These should form a strong 
and solid basis for our ethical 
consideration of the issue.  
 
The followings are some key 
points: 
1. Promotion of genetic health, 

in principle, is allowed so 
long as the process is 
ethical and humanity being 
respected. Those who 
carry genetic disorders 
should not be deprived of their personal rights. 

2. All embryos formed after conception are 
respected as ‘persons’ and should receive full 
human dignity and rights. Any procedure 
treating an embryo as an object and not a 
human being is inherently unethical e.g. 
developing embryos for experimentation and 
subsequent destruction. 

3. Gene therapy, if “strictly therapeutic” (e.g. 
correcting hereditary diseases where there is 
no satisfactory alternative) and intended to do 
good to the one receive it, is supported by the 
Church.  

4. For “non-therapeutic” genetic manipulation, the 
Church has big reservations because of many 
possible problems e.g. racism, materialist 

mentality, producing fresh marginalizations in 
society, distortion of nature rather than favoring 
its development, depriving offspring’s free will 
(e.g. embryo with no brain), production of 
“designer babies” to fit parent’s desire etc. 
which ultimately erode the fundamental dignity 
of mankind. 

5. In-vitro fertilization (IVF) is rejected because 
this non-sexual way to generate children does 
not respect the child’s dignity. A new human 

being should be the 
outcome of 
unconditional sexual 
self-giving under 
marriage and not the 
manipulation of 
materials. 

6. Cloning shares similar 
unethical nature of IVF. 
It is also a very strong 
form of parental control 
and jeopardizes the 
offspring’s ability to 
form separate identity. 
Chaotic family 

relationships are also problematic. 
7. Germ-line genetic enhancement (especially 

with no pressing medical need) is considered 
as an intrusion to our future generations. It may 
also raise insurmountable genetic relationship 
problems.  

8. In our search for treatments of genetic disease, 
we should remember that illness is not an 
ultimate evil and good can come from illness. 
Being sick or dependent is not something to be 
shameful of and should call for the support and 
care of the community. That is what Christians 
are called to do in the past centuries as led by 
our Church. We should be able to see and also 
help others to see meaning in human suffering.
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COMING EVENTS 
 
 

OVERNIGHT RETREAT 
 
Spirituality and reflection is very important in the overall health of a catholic 
doctor.  If you feel dry in your spirit, this is a good chance to refresh it.  
Please join our overnight retreat. Details as follows : 
 
Date :    28-29 Sept 2002 (Sat & Sun) 
Venue :  The Precious Blood Retreat House at Fanling 
 
For registration or enquiries, please send it to : 
Email : guildstluke@hkbn.net 
Or Fax : 23403762 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

THE 21ST WORLD CONGRESS OF FIAMC   
(International Federation of Catholic Medical Associations) 
 
Theme : "IDENTITY AND MISSION OF CATHOLIC DOCTORS IN THE HEALTH CARE" - 

Ethos, Ethics, and Economics in the Pluralistic World - 
 

 
(September 1-4, 2002, Seoul, Korea) 
Venue: Catholic University Medical Center/ The Seoul Palace Hotel, Seoul, Korea 

 
 
For registration and enquiries : 
Email : guildstluke@hkbn.net 
Fax : 23403762 
More details can be available at website : http://www.fiamc2002.or.kr/ 
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Any comments, suggestions, 
or change of addresses? 

Pls send all to guildstluke@hkbn.net or fax to 24962110 
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